
Travellers disembarked at E C Close’s private landing 
place from the early 1820s but there were no amenities 

available for them until they reached Maitland.
St Michael was a sea going ship that traded between NSW and Pacifi c 

Islands in the early 1820s. In 1826 some Sydney merchants converted 
the vessel into a store ship and moored it in the river at Morpeth. Goods 
of every description were sold and farm produce stored until taken by 
other ships to Sydney markets. St Michael was the only such facility at 
Morpeth for several years.

By the 1830s Close had built a stone warehouse near this point and a 
hotel at the top of Tank Street near the wharf reserve. Many people wanted 
allotments for other commercial purposes. Not until 1834 did Close release 
a few sites. Meanwhile St Michael carried on a good business.

Commercial growth around the wharf was such that by 1840 the store 
ship was no longer viable. St Michael was advertised for sale in February 
1841 but no one wanted to buy.  Abandoned, the hulk capsized in the 
river in December 1841. Fittings of value were salvaged and in time the 
silt of many fl oods covered the hulk’s remains.

When surveyor George B White prepared a plan of the river in 1833, 
he drew an outline of St Michael, moored a little east of the landing 
place not far from where you now stand.

Outline of St. Michael moored in the river, 
in survey plan by GB White, July 1833.
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Advertisement from Sydney Gazette, July 1828.

View towards the former Morpeth Hotel (centre) 
on the Tank Street corner, c.1910.
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