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Morpeth Management Plan - Summary of reports held by Council

Report Title CBD Parking & Traffic Study
Date 1998 document # Page 7.4
Information Parking; and Parking inventory Fig 7.4

Policy/
recommendation

Authors Maitland City Councll

Problems/issues Availabllity of parking on weekends.
No oft-street parking and no suitable tocation
Problems of access to residences on weekends
Need for parking restrictions within lanes off Swan Street

lssues for
Management Plan

Report Title CBD Parking & Traffic Study
Date 1998 document # pPage 7.4

information Traffic

Policy/
recommendation

Authors Maitland City Council

Problems/issues Through traffic crossing the Morpeth Bridge along Tank, High,
Northumberiand, Swan Streets
Safety for Pedesirlans

Issues for
Management Plan

Report Title Historlcal Survey of Morpeth Wharves
Date 1997 document # Page iv

Information

Poilcy/ 1. Archaeological assessment of whatf remains: incuding measured
recommendation survey and relationship with historical property boundarles; examination
of wharves to provide advice about conservation

Authors Cynthia Hunter '
Problems/issues Conservation of wharf remains

Issues for
Management Plan




Morpeth Management Plan - Summary of reports held by Council

Report Title Historical Survey of Morpeth Wharves
Date 1997 document # Page iv&v

Information

Policy/ 2. Conservation of wharf remains; including removal of young trees,
recommendation works to stonework, care of timber piles ete,

Authors  Cynthia Hunter

Problems/issues Decay of wharf remains. Impact of recently planted trees on remains, by
roots. Advice from peopie with skills In repair of stone quay and sea
walls. Risk of collapse of stone work. Care of broken and spiintered
piles. etc.Need for a policy for the care of the riverbank and its
vegetation Likely loss of significance if decay continues unfettered

issues for River bank management. Precise location/survey or remains.,
Management Plan Coordination of responsible organisations and owner

Report Title Historical Survey of Morpeth Wharves
Date 1997 document # Page Vi
information Plans of PWD and State Rall

Policy/ 3. Preparation of an interpretation pian for wharves
recommendation

- Authors  Cynthia Hunter

Problems/issues Suggestions for a model or diorama. e.g. in Morpeth Court house
Museum,

issues for
Management Plan

Report Title Historical Sutvey of Morpeth Wharves

Date 1997 document # Page Vi&vil
Information Reference 1o Morpeth Conservation PLanning Study 1982 and
BCP Morpeth para 13.

Policys 4. Planfor visitor access to wharves area and development of a riverbank
walk - Stage 1 - Robert Street to Queens Walk. Stage 2 - continuation aleng

recommendation
former rall route. Interpretative information e.g. at major sites

Authors Cynthia Hunter

Problems/issues Providing access to visitors
Interpreting the significance of Morpeth
Aquisition of land/arrangments for accass
Dumping of rubble over the river bank in the vicinity of Morpeth
industrial estate

Issues for
Management Plan




Morpeth Management Plan - Summary of reports held by Council

Report Titie
Pate

fnformation

Policy/
recommendation

Authors

Problems/issues

Issues for
Management Plan

Main Street Scheme Morpeth - Application for Federation Grant

19987
Rough sketch plan; costings for works, application form

document # Page

no status

Graham Oburn and Norm Yeend

compatiblity with heritage significance
utilites, drainage, and lighting; improved traffic management;
supplementary off straet parking, to reduce impacts in residential arsas;

landscaping

Report Title
Date

Information

Polley/
recommendation

Authors

Problems/issues

Issues for
Management Plan

Maitland LEP 1993

1993-97 Page 37-40

document #

Heritage Conservation controls

Maitland City Council

Character of new development (cl 32, 33, 34, 38, 39. Demolition
control cl. 35, 36; need for incentives Ci 37. Provisions for new DCP.

Report Title
Date
Information

Policy/
recommendation

Authors

Problems/issues

Issues for
Management Plan

Maltland LEP 1293
1993-97
Schedule 2 Heritage items (in Morpeth)

document # Page 51-52

List of heritage items

Maitland City Councll

Does not include: all residential bulldings, or all archaeological sites;
sites along the river in Cynthia Hunter report; stone kerbs, tootpaths;
miscelianeous historical features; views,




Morpeth Management Plan - Summary of reports held by Council

Heport Title
Date

Information

Policy/
recommendation

Authors

Problems/issues

Issues for
Management Plan

Maitland LEP 1993

1993-87 Page various

document #

Maitiand City Councif

Provisions for zones 6(a), 6(¢c), and other provisions to retain landscape

context, views.
zoning etc. alongside river. Redevelopment of industrial zone in Swan
8t, alongside river

Report Title
Date

information

Policy/
recommendation

Authors

Problems/issues

Issues for
Management Plan

Kerbs and Gutlers - Existing and Proposed

n.d. document # Page planno.3
Existing kerbs and gutiers and proposed kerbs and guiters

Appropriateness of new works; design character of new works,

Report Title
Date

information-

Policy/f
recommendation

Authors

Problems/issues

Issues for
Management Plan

Morpeth Common/ Ray Lawler Reserve POM
1996
Issues for management

document # Page Vol1&2

DA, Pond Improvements, buffer, changes to management

Shorlland Wetland Centre, Maitland CC

Pond improvements to improve wildlife refuge; water quality; weeds -
removal of kikuyu, reduction of household waste, nutirent influx, need
for regular weed assessment




Morpeth Management Plan - Summary of reports held by Council

Report Title
Date

Information

Pollcy/
recommendation

Authors

Problems/issues

Issues for
Management Plan

MorpethTree Planting Study
1987 document # Page

Street treeplanting policy; plans for reserves in Swan Street, James St,
Morpeth Cemetery,Queens wharf/Steamer St

Megan Bewsnap, for Maltiand Gouncil

Aims to enhance Morpeth's historic character by planting trees near
histotic buildings and aiongside roads that are without plantings now. r
Plantings p related to historic bulldings In tourist walk.

Suggests undergrounding of electricty

loss of views to major buildings in streetscape; potential loss of views
to surrounding countiyside.

Report Title
Date

Information

Policy/
recommendation

Authors

Problems/issues

lssues for
Management Plan

Maitland Linkages Study

1996 document # Page Fig.2

Muiti-purpose cortidors that provide for recreational use and
protection of native fauna and flora,

Manldis Roberts Consultants

Proposals for linking Bolwarra to Beresfield via Morpeth and bisects the
town with new bridge; + new route from Morpeth to Metford rait station

impacts on Morpeth town and iandscape around it.

Report Tltle
Date

Information

Policy/
recommendation

Authors

Problems/issues

{ssues for
Management Plan

Maitland Recreation and Open Space Strategy Plan (dratft)
1999 document # Page p.36
City wide strategy

Maitland City Council Recreation Services

Annexure B List of propesed works - MOrpeth Qval, Morpeth Common,

Boat Ramp, Trilogy Park.
Need to upgrade access to the river

Other needs - eg tiverside access for visitors,




morpeth Management Plan - Summary of reports held by Councii

Report Titte Mallland Heritage Survey Review

Date 1994 document # Page
Information [nvnhetory sheets for places in Morpeth and Morpeth Conservation
area
Policy/

recommendation

Authors  Brian McDonald + Assoclales + Wendy Thorp

Problems/issues Inventory sheets only

Issues for Are all the features of heritage value identified and listed in LEP
Management Plan schedule, e.g. archaeological features

Report Title Historic Morpeth Reborn
Date 1988 document # Page
Information Sufvey ot visitors

Policy/
recommendation

Authors Maitiand TAFE Final Year Management studients

Problems/issues Identifies some neads and issues by survey. Heritage and museum
issues not fully addressed/ understood, Proposal for a restaurant and
guest house In Swan Streel, museum in cld raltways station and whari
building

Issues for -
Management Plan

Report Title StJohn's Motel, Morpeth
Date document # Page
information Exhibited plans and sketches of proposal

Policy/
recommendation

Authors EJE Architeciure and Landscape Architecture

Problems/issues

issues for
Management Plan




Morpeth Management Plan - Summary of reports held by Council

Report Title Conservation management plan and Draft DCP St John's Centre

Date document # Page

Information About history of St Johns and related buitdings in Morpeth,
Historical plans of Morpeth

Policy/
recommendation
Authors EJE Town Planning

Problems/issues

Issues for Possible use of grounds near Tank Street for town parking

Management Plan

Report Title Statement of Environmental Effects St John's Centre of Ministry

Date document # Page
Information About history of St Johns and related buildings in Morpeth,
Historical plans of Morpeth
Policy/

recommendation

Authors EJE Town Planning

Problems/issues

Issues for
Management Plan




Base Plans of Morpeth

In the course of the project the consuitant team, working together with
Council, has arranged the preparation of, or access to,

the following plans

1. Hunter Water Board Detail Plans 5 sheets (undated until c1975)

Council has transferred these plans to computer

2. Hunter Water Board Detail Plans ¢ 1949 held by Council and used
initially for road works some updating until c1950? Council has

transferred these plans to data base

3. A new base map for Morpeth showing buildings, footpaths, trees,
compiled using the Hunter Water Board Plans and 199 field survey

(by Ran Boydell, Ecotecture)

4. The transfer to computer of the 1868 survey of Morpeth showing

buildings
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Community Involvement




Morpeth Management Plan Community Consultation

Maitland City Council has appointed a consultant team to prepare a Management Plan for Morpeth.
The project is funded joinlly by the Maitland City Council and the NSW Hetitage Office.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVOLVEMENT ARE LISTED ON THIS SHEET

First Workshop ~What's important about Morpeth?
Date: Saturday 21* August 10.00am - 4.00pm
Aims: To identify what's important about Morpeth and ‘flag’ Issues.
(see invitation on the reverse side)
For neople who are able to attend for the whole time.
Venue: StJohn's Conference Centre

Public Meeting — View workshop outcomes +‘flag’ issues
Saturday 21* August 4.00pm - 5.00pm
Aims: To look at workshop display; identify additional issues
For people who ars unable to attend the workshop but would like to know
‘what's happening’.

Venue: St John's Conference Centre

Opportunity to meet consultants when in Morpeth -
September - By arrangement with individual consultants.
For peoplo who unable to attend workshops or make
written submissions

Second Workshop - Issuies for management
Saturday 9™ October, 1999 9.30am — 4.30pm
Aims: Discussion of Issues with consultants and councl! staff,
Eor people who want to take part in detailed discussion of issues,

N.B. issues will be discussed concurrently, e.g. three in the morning and three in the
afternoon. Times for each issue will be advised In posters in shop windows or contact
Courthouse Museum
Venue: StJohn's Conference Centre

Draft Morpeth Management Plan - Available early November.
Copies wiil be available from the Maiilland Council and the
Morpeth Courthouse Museum.

Final Meeting — Draft Management Plan
A Monday in November date to be advised 7.00 — 8.30pm.
Aims: To explain Draft Management plan and receive comments
Written submisslans will afs¢ be accepted.
Venue: School of Arts, High Street, Morpeth

Written submissions
if you cannot attend these events you can make a written submission in a letter, or using forms
avallable from the Morpeth Courthouse Museum and Maltland Counctl.

Morpeth Courthouse Museum is open - Tuesday to Friday 10.00am ~ 4.00pm (dependent upon
avaliabllity of volunteers) + Sunday afternoons Tel (02) 4934 4301




Morpeth Management Plan 1999

Meredith Walker, FHleritage Futures 4 Rayner Street, Leichhardt, NSW 2040 Tel 02 9818 1803

Gardner Browne, Planning Consultants P.O, Box 454 Hamilton, NSW 2303 Tel 02 4961 4888
In association with

Terry Keating, TPK & Associates — Traffic Management and Safety Consultants

Ran Boydell, Ecotecture — Architecture, Heritage and Environment

Michael Lehany, Landscape Architect

What's important about Morpeth?
A workshop about the character and heritage of Morpeth as input to the

Morpeth Management Plan

Maitland City Council has appointed a consultant team to prepare a Management Plan for
Morpeth. The project is funded jointly by the Maitland City Council and the NSW
Heritage Office. Information about the project and its aims is enclosed.

The consultants are organising a workshop about the character and heritage of Morpeth,
as input to the Morpeth Management Plan.

This workshop aims to discover what participants like about the character, heritage and
role of Morpeth through photography and discussion. The outcome of the workshop will
be a photographic display (created by the participants) and a short report which
summarises the findings.

Issues for the management of Morpeth will also be identified and a further workshop will
be held on Saturday 9" October at which the issues will be discussed in detail.

The first workshop is to be held at the St John’s Conference Centre on Saturday 21"
August, 10.00am - 4.00pm. A light lunch, and morning and afternoon tea will be

provided.

If you have a camera that takes 35mm film and you like photography, please bring your
camera to the workshop, but a camera is not essential.

General meeting
After the workshop, from 4.00 - 5.00pm, a meeting will be held for people unable to come

to the workshop so they can find out about the project, look at the display and ‘flag” any
further issues. People attending the workshop do not need to attend the meeting.

Please contact Janet Goodwin at the Morpeth Courthouse Museum is you wish to attend

the workshop or have any questions about it. The Courthouse Museum is open Tuesday
to Friday 10.00am - 4.00pm and on Sunday afternoon, telephone (02) 4934 4301.

Yours faithfully,

Meredith Walker  + Gardner Browne
Heritage Futures Planning Consultants




Morpeth Management Plan 1999

Meredith Walker, Heritage Futures 4 Rayner Street, Leichhardt, NSW 2040 Tel 02 9818 1803
Gardner Browne, Planning Consultants P.O. Box 454 Hamilton, NSW 2303 Tel 02 4961 4888

In associgtion with
Terry Keating, TPK & Associates — Traffic Management and Safety Consultants
Ran Boydell, Ecotecture - Architecture, Heritage and Environment

Michael Lehany, Landscape Architect

To all households, businesses and organisations in Morpeth

Maitland City Council has appointed a consultant team to prepare a Management Plan for
Morpeth. The project is funded jointly by the Maitland City Council and the NSW
Heritage Office. Purther information about the Management Plan is available from the

Morpeth Courthouse Museum or the Maitland City Council

AN INVITATION TO

What's important about Morpeth?

A one day workshop
as input to the
Morpeth Management Plan

St John's Conference Centre
Saturday 21 August 1999 10.00am - 4.00pm

A light lunch and morning and afternoon tea will be provided.

This workshop aims to discover what participants like about the character
and heritage of Morpeth through photography and discussion.
Issues for the management of Morpeth will also be identified.

An outcome of the workshop will be a photographic display
(created by the participants) and a short report which summarises
the findings.

If you have a camera that takes 35mm film and you like photography, please bring your
camera to the workshop, but a camera is not essential.

General meeting - 4.00 - 5.00pm Saturday 21* August 1999
After the workshop, a meeting will be held for people unable to come to the workshop so
they can find out about the project, look at the display and “flag’ any further issues.
[N.B. People attending the workshop are not expected to attend the general meeting.]

People planning to attend the workshop should contact Janet Goodwin,
Morpeth Courthouse Museum - Tel 02 4934 4301 by Friday 21 August 1999




Morpeth Management Plan 1999

Meredith Walker, Heritage Futures - 4 Rayner Street, Leichhardt, NSW 2040 Tel 02 9818 1803
Gardner Browne, Planning Consultants - P.0. Box 454 Hamilton, NSW 2303 Tel 02 4961 4888

In association with
Terry Keating, TPK & Associates — Traffic Management and Safety Consultants
Ran Boydell, Ecotecture — Architecture, Heritage and Environment

Michael Lehany, Landscape Architect

Letter sent to all Morpeth organisations

Morpeth Management Plan

Maitland City Council has appointed a consultant team to prepare a Management Plan for
Morpeth. The project is funded jointly by the Maitland City Council and the NSW

Heritage Office.

The overall aim of the management plan is to provide direction for the major issues for
Morpeth. The Council’s brief states:

“The plan will have an emphasis on the successful management of Morpeth as a
heritage asset. However, it will also need to recognise the importance of the Morpeth
to tourism in the Hunter Valley and NSW and the importance of the town to its
residents, as an interesting and enjoyable place to live. In general, the emphasis will
be on the importance of new development being compatible with the character of the
town and the interests of residents, businesses and the town’s heritage”

Study Team

The study team and the issues they are involved with are:

Gardner Browne:  planning, road reserves, traffic management, parking,
Terry Keating: traffic management, parking, pedestrian safety

Ran Boydell: heritage, controls on new buildings, street furniture
Michael Lehany:  street trees, parks, riverside, landscape

Meredith Walker:  heritage, tourism, community involvement

Community involvement
The involvement of the Morpeth Community is essential for the success of the project.

There are various opportunities for community involvement including two one-day
workshops and two general meetings. The first workshop will be held on 21* August (see

invitation attached)

A draft of the Management Plan will be available for comment in November 1999,

People unable to attend the workshops or meetings can make written submissions, in a
letter or using forms available from the Courthouse Museum. People wanting to raise
issues ~ but don’t have time to write a letter - can write them in a book at the Courthouse

Museum.

Information about the project will be available at the Morpeth Courthouse Museum,
Swan Street, Morpeth Tel (02) 4934 4301




Morpeth Management Plan Community Consultation
Issues about the management of Morpeth

| am concerned about the following issues:
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if you have ideas about how these issues might be solved, mention these briefly below, or
attach additional information

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................
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Contact information (telephone, fax, other) ..., ceeerrarereer




Morpeth Management Plan

Notes from the General Meeting

Saturday 21°* August 1999 4.00 - 5.00pm

Notes from the First Workshop — “What's important about Morpeth?”

Saturday 21* August 1999 10.00am ~ 4.00pm

Closebourne, 5t John's Conference Centre Morpeth

Gardner Browne Planning Consultants,
Meredith Walker IHeritage Futures
+
Associates




Morpeth Management Plan
First Workshop — What's important about Morpeth?
Saturday 21 August 10.00am - 4.00pm St John's Conference Centre

Program

10,00 Welcome and Introductions

10.10 Outline of the workshop process

10.20 Photography

Divide into pairs
Each pair takes 24 photographs (one roll of film) to illustrate:

* Places and features you regard as part of the heritage and character of
Morpeth;

¢ DPlaces or features whose value might not be readily recognised by others;

* Places or features that might be ‘endangered species’; (limit of two
photos)

¢ The ‘intangible qualities” (limit of two photos)

Make a note of the photos taken. This will help you write captions in
preparation for the return of the processed photos.

Return film by 12,00pm.

12.00 Discussion “What's important about Morpeth’

12,45

1.30

2.30

3.30
3.45

4.00

As time allows:

* Make notes to the things yott would like to have photographed ~ if you had
more film and time

* Write captions for photos on labels.

Lunch

Discussion
* Important characteristics difficult to capture in photographs

* Issues and concerns about Morpeth and its management

Photos returned

* Paste photos and captions on white card and write names and date on each
. Iii)roi at the work of others and explain your work to others

Compile list of issues (for presentation to the general meeting)

Close and Afternoon Tea

General meeting




Morpeth Management Plan

Places and features photographed
+
Other things that people would like to
have photographed

First Workshop - ‘What's important about Morpeth?’
Saturday 21°** August 1999 10.00am — 4.00pm,

Closebourne, St John’s Conference Centre Morpeth

Gardner Browne Planning Consultants,
Meredith Walker Heritage Futures
+
Associates
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Other things we would like to have photographed - Composite List

Well-presented, cared for vernacular cottages

Interiors of vernacular cottages

Riverside vegetation

Recording of the sound of the bridge

Moss-covered slate roofing

Backyard buildings,

Wells, sheds

Ovens at back of T Maynards store

Football oval — football posts — leaning ads to the charm of the place

Different housing styles from different eras often alongside one another or nearby,
creating a depth of character

Other structures signifying various periods, tin sheds, slab, built on the ground
houses;

More buildings of architectural interest and detail

Mid period houses subject to demolition pressure

Old haysheds / farmhouses on surrounding parklands

Access to the river for boating — old punt site to Hinton
Hitching post ~ places along the footpath
Horse trough at Public works depot

Public infrastructure — i.e. courthouse, Police Station, Railway Station, Post Office
and school;

Police station (active)

Old Style Motor Garage in Swan Street

General Stores — the life of residents

Chemist

Nursery

Bowling club (community focus)

Commercial and Royal hotels

Locations whete historic buildings used to be — Brambles, Washington Soul
Porteus flour mill — sandstone on riverbank foreshore

Sandstone siding — railway; old Anlaby Inn site, stone wall overgrown at present
Other houses built/owned by Sim family

Railway signal in Bob Hill’s backyard

Stone steps from railway to Bond stores

Steamer Street — west end stone wall

Delineation between ‘popular” tourist area up to the bridge and the area north (east?)
of the bridge which is ‘less popular’ to tourists

Morpeth on a quiet day - no cars and crowds

Entry signs

St John's chapel of garden

Sloping pine at Closebourne

Graves — e.g. sailors, bishops, children

Stacked stone wall along Edward Street between house and common




Brickwork associated with stormwater drains, curved brick culverts (behind Col
Harris" workshop)

More people
Multi-generational families at their homes - to show the living heritage

Community group activities:
- football game at Morpeth oval;
- exit after Church services

- people talking in the street

Comparison of ugly main street with tree-lined back streets
Township layout including cemetery and original roads to elsewhere




Morpeth Management Plan
First Workshop — “What's important about Morpeth?

List of ‘endangered species’. Participants were invited to photograph features that
they thought might be under threat for any reason

Sandstone kerb and gutters (2) an un-cared for endangered species
Tin sheds ~ not formally recognised — threat of demolition

Original large housing blocks — now being subdivided adding to sewerage
infrastructure demands

Open Street ends — provide visual blending of town and country

Single storey pair — High Street — rarity, condition they are in, in danger of
irreversible decay (2)

Cinema - gone forever?
Old cottage — built for the keeper of the Common by Morpeth Council
Timber Cottage in Princess Street — in context of more recent development

Remains of stone bank which was part of wharf construction (2)

Bunya Pine
Quarry face — where is it?
Open space — an endangered species?

Trees at St John's planted by community — threatened by development (new
landscaping)

Wildlife refuge — Swamps helping to define the boundaries of town

Fire station — ‘Progress”?




Morpeth Management Plan
First Workshop — What's important about Morpeth?
Saturday 21 August 10.00am ~ 4.00pm St John's Conference Centre

Notes from discussions (transcribe from notes on butcher’s paper)
¢ Important characteristics difficult to capture in photographs

¢ Issues and concerns about Morpeth and its management

Important characteristics difficult to capture in photographs

Village atmosphere
Quietness — peaceful atmosphere (but noisy in the main street)

Links between people

Being able to shop locally for staple items (but no fruit shop now)
Walk to shops

Social fabric — people know each other, say ‘hello” in the street
Living history — multi generations, people/families here for a long time in same

houses
Wealth of life experience
(Care with the extent of new development).
Good blend of old and new

Concern about intensity of some new development
Larger blocks disappearing

Quality of village life improved since 1979,
More diverse facilites

More understanding of value. Cohesion always here but different,

Still has Anzac Day ceremony (sign of community) — old people and newcomers
march down Swan Street

Bridge ceremony — a town activity (not just applied)
A camaraderie among ‘locals’ (in a tourist context or vice versa?)

Planning - grid layout (still here, not like new subdivisions, pattern kept, no
roundabouts!!)

NB the decline of shops etc mid 20" century eg after loss of butter factory
River access for fishing — adventure for children

Safe for children




Morpeth Management Plan ~ Workshop discussions

Reducing numbers of older people (variety of influences} Care? ~ but two medical
centres. Self care units?

NB Poor public transport affects young and old - Encore bus system

If gentrification, fewer options for young people

Tourism has advantages and disadvantages (ordinary people might not feel they
have a say).

Concept of custodians for heritage —~ Morpeth is unique!

Children value common, river (not organised recreation, but)
Love school — used after hours (can walk to school)

Children and teenagers feel safe walking around Morpeth
Sense of pride in Morpeth’s history and heritage.

Issues and concerns about Morpeth and its management

NB Issues also raised in previous discussion

That tourism might be endangering residential amenity
Loss of day to day facilities (loss of chemist due to parking?)

Privacy
Loss of parking for locals

Loss of petrol station (imminent)

Tourists need to become pedestrians eg perimeter car park to minimise impacts on
residents, care with siting etc.

Consider residents for parking - having priority eg parking near Fig Tree Hill/
Steamer Street

Loss of ‘minot’ items eg vernacular
Cottages —small cottages ALL significant

Congestion on footpath — eg sandwich board signs, numbers of people at special
events, ext, number, impact of ‘festivals’, some ‘respite’ for tourism.

E.g. promotion for limited days of week, not a seven-day tourist place, avoid
Sat/Sun peaks occuring on other days.

Some conflicts between tourism uses and local uses — pubs benefit but not every use
benefits

Boat ramp- consider moving

E.g. former punt to Hinton

Now boats generate noise ~ four knot speed limit, impact of wash

Consider spreading amenity (eg for other uses, for riverside residents) - it might

allow parking.

21 August 1999 page?2




Morpeth Management Plan - Workshop discussions

Boat ramp needed but consider downstream for Morpeth
Commercial users okay in behaviour

Tourists - some inconsiderate of privacy

Developing and keeping focus/ goals on what’s needed - vision supported by govt
Creeping development from/ to other localities ~ losing ‘rural separation’

Perhaps consider buffers, that could also provide parking/ landscaping
Experience in England with separate parking ~ bus pick up, very discreet

Parking impact at corner of Swan & Tank Streets
More parking in close Street etc near Swan Street

Mismatch of surfaces — a problem?
Garbage bins ~ collection of overflow, not a good standard

Cater for people coming to town — parking, seating, picnic areas, modify speeding,
and then impacts will be reduced.

Define private and public areas — clear signals?
Pedestrian management

Plaques about history -> better appreciation

Noise in special events e.g. amplified music, helicopters
Use of park for camping in festivals — at Steamer Street

Clean up after “festivals’ ~ special arrangements

21 August 1999 page 3




Morpeth Management Plan

General Meeting
Saturday 21 August 4.00~-5.00pm St John's Conference Centre

Program

3.45

4.00

4.10

4.20

4,30

5.00

Afternoon tea
Welcome and introductions

Outline of the Morpeth Management Plan process and
Outcomes from today’s workshop

Discussion -what’s important about Morpeth

Identification of issues for the management of Morpeth

Close




Morpeth Management Plan
Issues —~ Notes compiled written notes (prepared by Darryl and Caroline Lobsey,
Joan Wiseman and Cynthia Hunter) handed to MW at workshop - 21 Aug 1999

Traffic, roads, parking )
Road surface of Swan Street to be improved to remove vibration damage to stone

and masonry heritage buildings caused by heavy transport (D & C Lobsey)
Create diversion to take heavy transport out of Morpeth. Alternate bridge (D & C
Lobsey)

Speed limit on Swan Street to be lowered to 40Km/hr (D & C Lobsey)

Parking — no parking on footpaths, no visitor parking in narrow streets and lanes
(Cynthia Hunter)

Pedestrians
Widening of Swan Street footpaths strips (west of Northumberland Street to Tank

Street) for safety, visual width of recent brick paths too narrow (D & C Lobsey)

Interpretation
Information signage/plaques to be installed outside historic sites, help improve

owners appreciation and benefit for tourism

Riverside
Improve riverside parks and awareness of old wharves, presetve the remains of the

original port function

Access to riverbank — being able to walk along and enjoy the river away from traffic -
people along the river not owning to the edge of the water (] Wiseman).

Older residents - accommodation
Alternative affordable place for old people to allow them to stay in their owner town

with their own family around them and be independent (Joan Wiseman).

Cost of older long-term residents to live in their homes and live as they want without
restriction (Joan Wiseman).

Village atmosphere
Keeping the village atmosphere and cohesion among the residents — not being

developed out; not explosive development; understanding what they can and can’t
do with their property (Joan Wiseman).

Loss of quiet enjoyment in our homes from:  (Joan Wiseman).

- Helicopter joy flights

- Harley Davidson joyrides

- A small train

- Loud amplified music—only occasionally
Loss of essential services or access to amenities e.g greengrocer — limited green
grocer items at butcher but not the same (Joan Wiseman).

Facilities for visitors
Need to try to accommodate tourists with plenty of defined amenities so as to reduce

the impact on the residents in the more ‘dormitory” area of the town (Joan
Wiseman).




Morpeth Management Plan ~ General meeting

Morpeth Management Plan - General Meeting
Saturday 21 August4.00pm - 5.15pm St John’s Conference Centre

- Transcribed notes from butchers paper
Removal of wires. Streetscape
Angle parking
Council implementation
Benefits of tourism (local services)

Through traffic- Newcastle/ Largo/ Hinton etc
High St~ Northumberland St , Bridge (Rural Resource development)

No bypass likely
Traffic management ~ hierarchy
Parking usually okay during the week

Heavy vehicles — include gravel

Rural resource — alternate routes, empty coal trucks to Newcastle dodge Belmore
Bridge/ load limits

Tree planting - MCC study not implemented
Balance of residents and tourism

Achievable, pragmatic, cost effective Management Plan

Benefits of tourism recognised

Council, government commitment

Long term approach
Medjum term ) develop priorities
Short term(consistent with long term) )

Tourism recognised as essential - management
No cost approach by Council to management

Interiors of buildings — need for assessment and control (esp commercial)

Intangibles — management of change
Local village -> tourist town
Alienation of locals
Heritage management seen as “commercial”

Spirit of community

Recognition of positives:
140 people employed by tourism businesses ~ impacts may be acceptable

21 August 1999 4.00 - 5.15pm pagel




Morpeth Management Plan — General Meeting

Social change in older population as well as newcomers
Excitement of festivals
Light industry — not intrusive - encourage to remain

Management of private homes — for some concern about constraints, costs (n.b.
Council Heritage Advice Service)

Need to recognise change in community/ values

Education in heritage conservation - advice about ease rather problems
Let town blossom as tourist area while retaining heritage

Heritage and custodial role of owners

Must retain charm of streets — no roundabouts, no median strips

Care of archaeological features eg wharves, Fig Tree Hill Quarry, railway corridor.

21 August 1999 4.00-5.15pm page 2




MORPETH MANAGEMENT
PLAN

WORKSHOPS

Saturday 9™ October 1999

St John's Conference Centre

Morning: 9.30-1.00 (concurrent sessions)

Afternoon: 1.45-4.45 (concurrent sessions)

For more program details contact Maitland Council
4934 9700 or Courthouse Museum 4934 4301

Bookings would be appreciated:
Courthouse Museum 4934 4301 by 5™ Oct.




 WORKSHOPS =

Saturday 9™ October 1999 St John’s Conference Centre 9.()-0ai11'-'5'.30pm

~ MORPETH MANAGEMENT PLAN —

8.30 Coffee

9.00 Guiding change in Morpeth
presentation by study team

'9.30 -12.30 Workshop discussions (groups to run concurrently)

12.30 — 1.00 Report-back from discussion groups
LUNCH 1.00 — 1.45 [a light lunch will be provided for people who book]

1.45-4.15 Workshop discussions (groups to run concurrently)

SRR B0 F

Report-back from discussion groups

415445
4.45 - 5.30 Drawing things together and setting priorities

Short “issue papers’ for each group will be available at Morpeth Courthouse
Museum from Tuesday 5" October, or from Maitland Council ~ 4934 9700,
Issue papers will be sent to people who attended the workshop &/or meeting

on 21 August.

NB. It is recognised that topics ovetlap and that it might be difficult to choose between the
concurrent workshops. The ‘report back’ sessions following the discussions will provide
an opportunity for comment. Written comments on any issue are welcome: send to
Gardner Browne Planning Consultants PO Box 454 Hamilton 2303 or Fax 4961 0416.

Bookings would be appreciated, especially for catering. Phone
Janet Goodwin, Courthouse Museum 4934 4301 by Thurs 7* Oct.

Everyone welcome!




Summary - Issues' Paper : Busmess, Tourlsm and
~Interpretation and Town Amemty -

Issue description .

--Morpeth is a heritage area of national significance and an attractive residential area. It has
become Maitland’s major tourist destination with a rapid increase in tourist-related
development. The community and the Councﬂ have expressed a des1re to balance the

rarious demands on Morpeth:

* mamtmnmg the authenticity of the town s hentage
+ providing for tourism - :
* retaining the amenity of the towi, its business and community services, its

com mumty life.

Background information

+  Morpeth has developed as Mzutland’s major tourist attractlon with & three-fold merease in
the iumber of tourist-related commercial establishments from 1982 to 1999,

« Population in 1982 was about 1,000 persons and was the same in 1996, The number of

. dwellings increased substantmlly but the number of persons per dwelhng has declined.

+ Tourist activity has had both positive and negative impacts on community hfe and
amemty :

Some key concerns

* What additional amount and type of tourist development can be accommodated in
-Morpeth whilst conserving its heritage and authenticity, its® res1dent1a1 amenity and

its village life?
s Extension of peak tourist activity days throughout the week and the impact on

village life.
» Conflict between tourist traffic, parking, pedestrlan safety and convemence for the

visitofs.
+ Can amenities for visitors be 111creased to better provide for theu needs and reduce

conflict with residents?

+ Arethe hentage incentive provisions of the LEP hkely to encourage the extension
of tonrist activity into residential areas?

+ Can local businesses and services be protected from displacement by tourist
activities?

+ How. can a greater choice of housmg types be provided whilst retaining the

character of the town?
+ Is there a need for further visitor accommodation in Morpeth, and what form could

this take? - -
» How can the intangible attractions of Morpeth - such as its vﬂlage life and

community spitit be consewed

Possible management pol:cxes/objectivé:s

» Provide for additional tourist development appropriate to Morpeth's heritage.

» Manage the amount, type, location and duration of tourist development and activity to
protect Morpeth's heri‘:age and its’authenticity, its residential amenity, its commumty
businesses and facilities, its village life.

Manage tourist activity to ensure visitor's safety, convenience and amemty

Provide adequate public facilities for the comfort and enjoyment of visitors.

Provide for appropriate interpretation of Morpeth's heritage.

Amend planning policies in support of the Management Plan,

- - - »
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RC “ROAD SAFETY %D TRAFEIC MANAGEMENT

What are we addressing? -
- Morpeth township stands steeped in heratage generatmg tourist troffic whilst accommodating a
local community who have somewhat varied road sofety and troffic management needs. Success
in achieving a balanced traffic plan will require consideration. of and cooperation from both groups
but meortantly qny solution must mgzntab the “natural” hen;tage environmeni.

EEEEEE R e e -»~-~==m=r;z:'fHE:|ssuﬁ,- ' == 5
fnvestigating the subject of road safety and traffic management has disclosed many communrtyissues those Jssties are summarised
helow. -

NETWORK AMENITY PARKING SAFE

o . Retain present environmsnt - +  Minimiss infrusion of ngid controis + -Needsofchlldren

s Noisa pollution ¢ Needs of locals »  Foolpath provislon

e Pedestrian management o Residential parking « Footpath obsiructions
s Provision for through taffic o Parking systam «  \ehisular confliot

¢ Infruslon by heavy vehlcles o Logation +  Retain the feel safe”
»  Signposting o Tourist demands »  Cyolists

e  Use of local roads » Land use demards’

» Resident amenity o Passing trade

» Land uss demand e Staff parking

s Public Transport

The focus for the Management Plan ’

To present stratégles that ensure traffic ulilise appropriate routes and parklng space Is pupose focussed. Allthis must be put in place
whilst protesting the local environmentai qualiey of life, The Investigative feam has focused suggested optlonslaolutlons to threa key
petliods

o  Weekdays :

«  Weekends .

) s Special Events

The solutions adopted . .

o Must be practical and achisvable in terms of engineering and financial restraints,

s Must be embraced by all as one essentlal iIngredient Is going to be the willlngness of the broader sommunity fo adopt the philosophy
* of the plan without stringent controls to enable the “natural® environment to be refained as much as possible

S e s E = ﬁGTEN HAt:S@LlLHGNS__.h e e e
Realignment of key Intersections to distribute traffic to preferred routes.

Create parking regimes that are “fitness forpurpose®. Short tem closs to the commerclal district with on-street and off- stfeet ionger
ferm parking inoutlying areas. e
Creafe tourist pathways from satelliie patking areas, incomorate greater use of tourist walklng maps.

Establish foutist coach stand areas out of main commerslal area, Coaches set down and plok up In towr: oenire - park elsswhere,
Creafe off street staff camark to maximise the use of Swan Strest kerbside space. -

. Acoept Swan Street is the arfertal fraffic route and align the network to suit. Matters for review here are pnonty af intersections,
some minor restrictions to flow, pedestrian safety and ensuring clear lanes for rafilc routes.

Signage - Maltland Counslf has a sign sirafety program cumently underway, '

Closa Swan Street fo traffic for speglal events, create a Traffic Control Plan that s easlly Implemented, is environmenta! friendiy and
has a quick approval process,

Conslder prefemed bike routes and road-mark accordingly.

Creata low profile but effective pedestrian anenity at risk locations

44
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Issue paper
Heritage and Character ~ Kerb & Gutter

Yssue Deseription

One of the most significant parts of the historic streetscape to survive in Morpeth is the sandstone Kerb
‘and guttering, which lines the majority of both sides of the two prmcxpal streets — Swan and High Streets
— as well as the principal approach road along Tank Street, These have-been compromlsed in only a few
areas, in part atiributable to the rear lane access, which has meant kexb crossings were not required,

- Equally szgmﬁcant however is the lack of a kerb and guttermg in the secondaxy streets, some havmg a’
simple sandstone swale drain, others only grass,

In the more recently deveioped areas to the south east concrete kerb and guttering predominates.

While the existing mixed system bas‘icaliy operates effectively, and there is no intention to extend a fiald
kerb and guttering system throughout the town, issues arise from time to time, such as control of
stormwater runoff or the need to define the street edge, which require new kerb and guttering.

Council does have a stockpile of sandstone that can be used for repairing and extending the kerband
guttering, however it would not'be financially prudent to use it in every situatlon. Nor would this assist in
the interpretation of the town's heritage, as it would confuse new fabric with original and break down the
hierarchy of the road system. . .

Related Issnes -
Road surfaces, subdivision and kerb crossings, -

Legislative Requirements and Responsibilities
None known.

Background Information
Changes since 1982 | '
There appear to have been few changes to the system since the 1982 study, with the exceptions of
s Limited extension of the concrete herb and guttering in the newer areas .
‘s Infroduction of a sandstone and concrete swale drain in some of the minor streets behind the
~ commercial area

Key Concerns

Despite the relative stability of the situation in the past, pressure to alter the system is likely to increase
due to:

Increased densities

New kerb crossings for driveways

Control of stormwater runoff ete,

Expectations for general improvement of amenity :

* & @

Management Polic:es/Objectwes )
Expansion of the system to be gulded by the 1982 study, which pro;aosed vamous different types of kerb
and gutiering in different areas in order to maintain the street hierarchy,

Optlons for Discussion

a. Refain all existing areas of sandstone kerb and guttering or sandstone swale drains in situ,

b, No new kerb crossings to be allowed along High and Swan Strects in greas of sandstone kerb and
guttering. (Access to be provided from rear lanes — see also subdivision.)

e. Maintain the 1982 study proposals as the basis for expandmg the system

d. Grass or bitumen swale drains to be refained in the minor streets in preference to formed kexb &nd
gutters for as Iong as feasible.

e, Stormwater outlets from buildings into sandstone kerbs should reuse exxstmg ones is’ p0351ble New
ones shoiild be made with minimal damage to the stone, The outlet should be just the stone, with the
ends of the pipes (especially PVC) setback and concealed, although ferracotta and cast iron outlets
may be acceptable in some jnstances.

f.  Ensure appropriate maintenance and repair of existing sandstone kerb and guttering by Council,

g Identify archaeological evidence within kerb and guttering that allows interpretation of a particular .
site eg. verandah post bases, stormwater outlets, kerb crossings.
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Issue paper
Heritage and Character — Street Furniture -

Issue Desecription
Morpeth has a dwers:ty of styles of street furniture, such as seats, lights efo. Few contribute to the towns
heritage significance in‘any way, with the exceptions oft °

» A single cast iron street lamp relocated to outside the court honse museum (note. the Iamp at-St
.. James Church is part of the church grounds, not the street system)

*  Some cast iron horsg troughs currently in storage.

F or the most part however, the street furniture are: neutral elements with the variety of style typlcal of
most small towns. It is desirable that it remains this way rather than to try and introduce some “historic”
styles, which would detract from the authentlclty of the place, both for its heritage significance and as a
smatl but actwe tacal shopping village. -

Related Issues
Signage, Street Trees, footpaths

Legislative Requirements and Respans:hlhtles
None knows, '

Background Information . :

Changes since 1982

The major change has been the large increase in towrism within Morpeth, which has increased the need
for street furniture, and more recently the trend for “outdoor dining” with many food outlets placing
tables and chairs on the footpath outside their building,

Key Concerns

The key concerns are:

¢ The introduction of pseudo “historic” styles, particularly on any large scale,

¢  The loss or relocation of the few items of heritage value.’

s The application of contemporary standaz ds, particularly highly mtrusive itemms such as wheely-bms or
' telephone booths,

»  Use of inappropriate styles for outdoor tables and chairs at food outlets.

' Management Policies/Objectives
None known,

Options: for Discussion
a. To ensure the street furniture remains as a neutral slement within the streetscape, w1th any new
. seating being of a simple modemn design,
b." To retain or reinstate items of heritage value within their orlgmai context and setting, partlcularly
- the single remaining sireet lamp
- the horse troughs,
¢. Imposing standards for outdoor tables and ehan*s '
- timber and metal consfruction only
- simple modern construction rather than pseudo hlstorlc
- no advertising material apart from the name of the business
- umbrelias not to be used under verandahs, otherwise canvas market-type only. .
d. Public.telephones:
- to be focated within existing sheltered public areas (eg. under verandahs) in preference to phone
booths
- any phone booths should be carefully located so as not to obscure important buildings of views.
- consideration should be given to a purpose designed booth, or painting standard booths a dark
colour, so as to be less obfrusive, .
- encourage businesses to have gold phones within theu' premises,
e. Rubbish Bins:
. - wheely-bins are not acceptable in any circumsiances ;
— proposed infroduction of traditional galvanised bins which may be hung on ex1stmg posts, or back-
to-back on low timber or galvanised posts, with a supply of additiorial bins to be used for farge
evenis, .
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Issue paper
) ng}@age and Character — Road Surfaces

Issue Deseription

The streets within Morpeth have traditionally had unformed edges - grave! shoulders to the principal
streets with their sandstone kerb and guttermg, ‘or the bitumen sxmpiy running into the grassed swale
drains of the minor streets, The exception is of course in-the main commercial strip along Swan Street,
where the bitumen runs right to the gutter in places. .

Related. Issues
Kerb & Guttering

Legislative Requirements and Responsibilities
7

Background Tnformation

. Changes since 1982 .
The most significant change has been the recent lesurfacmg of the. western end of High Street where the

bitimen has been taken across the full wxdth of the street.

Key Concerns . - ' e
The major issue that is likely to be of concerit is the loss of the gravel shoulders with the extensmn of the

bitunen across the full width if the principal streets, resulting in:

¢ The loss of visual emphasis on the central section of the road

e Increased stormwater runoff due to the reduction in permeable surfaces

s Damage to sandstone kerb and guttering, particutarly where the bitumen is taken right across to the
kerb, covering the gutter stones.

Managemeut Policies/ObjecIivés
None known,

Options for Discussion
a. Gravel shoulders be retained whetever possible.
b, Consideration could be given to identifying forms of compacted gravel that might prov:de better

erosion resistance than at present,
¢.  Where bitumen must be extended across the full width of the road, that the sheu}ders be fi mshed with

a brown gravel surface to contrast with the black ceniral section, .
d. Inno instance should the bitumen be extended over the surface of the gutter stones, but rather ﬁntsh
at their outer edge,

e. Inareas of new concrete kerb and guttering, consideration should be given to constructing a wider
- kerb than usual so as fo maintain the same scale, -
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Issuc puper
Heritage and Character — Footpaths -

Issue Deseription

Footpaths take three basic forms w1thm Morpeth'

¢ Hard paving across the full width in most of the commercial area .
e A narfow paved path within grassed verges in the immediate surrounding area

o Grass with small sections of formed paths in the remainder of the residéntial area,

Withirt the commercial area there is a variety of paving types, ranging from historic sandstone flagging to
brick pavers, bitumen and concrete, In some areas the sandstone flagging has been covered over, Note
also that the paving is generally restricted to areas immediately adjacent shopfronts, with those paris
across vacant blocks or some of the larger ﬁ‘eestandmg buildings reverting to a narrow path, mostly .
concrete, within grassed verges, This diversity is an important characteristic of the commercial area.

Paths in the immediate surroundmg ares are mostly brick pavers, which have been Taid in recent yeals,
and are not entirely in keepmg with the historic character of the streetscape,

Related issues
None.

Legislative Réquirements and Responsibiliﬁes
?

Background Information

Changes since 1982
The only noticeable change is the intr oductmn of the brick paved paths in the area ﬁnmedaately
surrounding the commer cial area.

Key Concerns

» - The introduction of inappropriate modern or pseudo-historic paving styles

»  The loss of authentic original footpath surfaces due to expectations for a “higher” standard of fi msh

o The loss of diversity of paving forms and their relationship to different buﬂdmg forms within the
commercial area.

.« The possrble expectation that footpaths will be extended thmugh all of the residential avea,
destroying the rural simplicity of the streetscape.

Management Policies/Objectives
None known,

Options for Discussion

a. Original sandstone flagging should be retained in situ. While it is accepted than some replacement
may be necessary to provide a reasonable surface for walking safely, such work should be
minimised, with an uneven surface the end result, Later coverings of bitumen etc. should be removed

. and the sandstone restored where possible,

b. Plain concrete, scored: into slabs about 600 by 900 mm, is the preferred material Ffor new paving -
‘within the commercial aréa. Plain brick paving is also acceptable. Sandstone flagging should only be
laid in areas whiere it can be shown to have previously existed,

¢. Coloured, patterned and stamped concrete is not acceptable in any instance, Bitumen is also
undesirable in most cases.

d. Paving should extend deross the full width of the footpath where awnings or verandahs are present,

-but should revert to narrow paths within grassed verges across vacant blocks or freestanding

. buildings. Compacted gravel could replace the grass in areas of high pedestrian traffic.ete.

e. Footpaths should not be extended through the remainder of the residential areas, except in isolated
arcas where a demand can be shown. Paths from front gates and driveway crossings as considered
such instances. Driveway crossings should be stips rather than full width, Plain concrete is the
preferred material, brick paving is acceptable, .

Morpeth Management Plan — Draft Issue Papers . . 9 October, 1999 - Eeplecture




Issue paper
Hei‘itage and Character — Subdivision

-Issue Description

The origitfal subdivision of Morpeth followed Y fatrly standard pattern — each block was divided into -
seven, with the ends made into three allotments facing the side streets, and the remalnder being allotments
facmg -the main streets to north.and south, a total of 16 allotments

While numerous subdivisions have occurred since then — particularly the subdivision of allotments into
two narrow halves —~ the basic pattern remains. Close and Princess Streets were croated dowi the centre of
each block, providing rear lane access and allowing for further subdivision. The smaller side streets also -
mark original subdivision alignments — Elizabeth and Ann Streets markmg the three allotments to Tank
Street, o Green and Market Streets etc. to Swan Stresf. .

Expansion of Morpeth was also contamed both by the hlstory of tand ownership and the location on the
floodplain, such that the original layout remains basically unchanged. The results of this are apparcnt
today, not only-in the regular grid layout of the streets and allotments, but also:

The fairly consistent width of street frontages (at different fractions of the original allotments)

The almost total lack of kerb crossings to the principal streets (due to rear lane access),

The vistas down the side streets out over the river and surrounding ) rural ﬂoodplams

Side setbacks to houses wider than in most urban locations.~-

. * &

With the push for groater urban densitles, and the atiractiveness of Morpeth and a residential town, the
push for further subdivision of existing allotments is growing, and poses some potential threats,

-

Note that the most significant subdivision in recent times has been that of the land behind St Johns
College, however this is subject to a separate DCP and will not be considered by this papér.

Related Issues
Kerb and Guttering,

Legistative Requirements and Responsibilities
? .

Background Information

" Changes since 1982 : :

There have been few changes to the subdivision pattem within the town since the 1982 study. The most
s:gmﬁoant are a number of dual occupancies, mostly in the eastern end of the town, which have resulted
m much greater-site coverage than is normal on the surrounding allotments.

Key Concerns :

The key concern is the move towards higher densitics, both with respect to government policies and the

attractiveness of Mopeth on the rea} estate market, with the possible results of:

» ' Reductions in side setbacks and allotment street frontages :

e Greater site coverage, which will increase stormwater runoff into the streets, leading in tun to
demand for mote formal kerb and guttering and Improved stormwater drainage.

s The loss of integrity of the sandstone kerb and guttering to the principal streets, and reduction in the
amount of ori-street parking available, due to kerb crossings where rear lane access has beon lost.
The incompatible form of most dual-occupancy buildings within the historic streetscape.-

The loss of views through and out of the town,

Management Polic;es/Objectives
None known.

Options for Discussion

a. No new kerb crossings along Swan or High Streets within existing sandstone kerb and guttering will
bie permitted. Thus, any further subdivision of allotments facing these streets will only be permitted
where rear lane access to all lofs can be provided and/or use of existing kerb crossings.

b. Frontages to the east-west streets (Swan, Close, High, Princess and James) shall niot be reduced to
less than 14 metres (being about a third of the original allotments widths), and frontages to the side
streets shall not be reduced to less than 40 mefres (bomg about half of the original allotment widths).

¢. No building on the perlmeter land aflowed on the axis of the sirests (so as to maintain views),

d. Consideration be given to limiting where, if anywhere, dual occupancies will be permitted.
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Issue paper
Heritage and Character Conservation of Historic Buildings

Issue Description

Morpeth ratains a wealth of historic bmldmgs —not just those that are “heritage listed” by one
organisation or another, but all those that constitute the historic streetscapes of the town (broadly
speaking, those built pre-1950). All such buildings should be retained, although a greater degree of
adaptation may be approprlate on those of lesser heritage si ignificance. .

Conservation of ali historic bu:ldmgs shouid be gulded by the articles of the Burra Charter, pnbhshed by
ICOMOS Australia, which'is broadly accepted as the methodologzcal basrs for herltage conservatmn in
Australia, It particular this implies:
»  The need for comprehensive historic research prior to any decisions

.The need for professional guidance as to appropriate restoration or reconstruction works

Not giving preference to any one period or style-over that of others.equally significant. .
_That new work may be distinguished from original so as not to confuse interpretation,

The need to provide for the long term physical and finaneial security of the place.

4". * @

A key point that underpins the Burra Charter, and conservation practice genorally, is a respect for existing
fabric and the need for authenticlty, In the Burra Charter, this is emphasised by the definitions of:

*  Restoration, being the repair.of existing fabric and reinstatement of disladged pieces; and

s Reconstruction, being the accurate replacement of missing details based on historic evidence.

These are distinguished from “conjectural reconstruction”, being the application of détails for whichno -
evidence js available, Even if such details were typical for a particular period or style, unless there is clear
evidence that they existed on-a particular building their reinstatement is only supposition, and it is after all
the differences between buildings, not just their similarities, that is of interest,

The desire to overly restore a place — to make it look “as new” — also diminishes the signiﬁcance ofa .
-place, as it destroys the fine details that attest to it’s real age — the worn threshold, notches in a post, the
unevenness of the paving, or fretted brickwork, This can be particularly prevalent on former industrial
sites, where they are “sanitised” of their industrial heritage in the process of adaptive reuse.

Worse however, is the'application of details with no reianonship to the perlod or style of a building — the
ubiquitous bullnosed verandah or timber fretwork, reproduced in recent years by the thousands and o
applied to any building, whether a Georgian cottage or a post-war bungalow

The gmdmg principie is that ‘less is more” in terms of appropriate conservation works — retaining existing
fabric is generally preferable to large scale rebuilding or replication, no matter what its condition or
" imperfections.

Related Issues

Legislative Requirements and Résponsibilities ‘
Heritage Act, Maitland LEP, Morpeth DCP.

LS

Background Information
Changes since 1982 E

A great many buildings that were in poor vepair, i some cases near derellct have been rcstored and put to
use since the 1982 study. The overall form and significant fabric of these buildings has generally been
‘retained, although theré are instances of inappropriate works, particularly the application of
unsympathetic ¢lements. Only ... buildings have beeh demolished.

Key Concerns
-»  The over-restoration or “sanitisation” of hlstonc buitdings, resulting in the loss of original fabric.

*  The application of mass-produced details inappropriate to the period or style of 2 building,
-#  The loss of historic backgrotind buildings due to emphasis on only heritage-listed buildings.

Managément Policies/Objectives

Options for Discussion
a. Refer to the Draft Maitland DCP for Heritage Conservation.
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Islsue-paper
Heritage and Character - Alterations and Additions

Issue Description

Apart frém sites along James and John Streets on the southern edge of the town,there is little scope for
new development, and hence most development pressure is likely to be in the form, of alterations and
additions, Thus it is in this aréa that the greatest cumulatwe impact on the character of Morpeth might be
made.

.o

Most of the houses in Morpeth are modest in scale, contrasting with the few larger “gentlemen’s
resldences” set in large gardens (Marlborough, Kiora ete.). With increasing expectations of amenity, these
smaller houses often corae under pressure for substantial additions to provide additional living space and
meset contemporary standards for services,

Related Issues

Legisiative Requirenients and Resbonsibilitie;s

" Background Information
Changes since 1982

Key Councerns
Management Policies/Objectives

Options for Discussion .
a,  Any development apphcatxon for alter: atmns and additions must be amempamed by a hentage impact
assessment,
- For heritage listed buildings this must mclude a review of the sntes history and assessment of
significant fabric.
- For other buildings it must assess the sites context similar to that for new development outlined
elsewhere, but with particular attention to similarities in the age and style of the building in
" comparison to its neighbours.
b. Alterations fo the front facade or other areas v1s;b]e from the street should be mm:maf and nut
change the overall character of the building, .
¢, 'Buildings must rémain as single storey, Attic or 134 storey construction 1s only acceptable if it can be
- accommodated within the existing ridgeline and pitch of the roof.
d. Traditional construction materials and techniques should beused in all areas exposed to public view
" ie, morticed or nailed joints rather than gang nail plates, steel stirrups to verandah posts to be
concealed, curved “quad” or “scotia” eaves gutters rather than modern square profiles, corrugated
steel sheets rather than “Kliplock” ete.
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Issue paﬁer
. Heritage and Character ~ New Development.

. Jssue Description
There are few “green field” sites in Mometh for new deve!opment mostly along James and John Streets
on the southern edge of the town, and a scattering of vacant allotments elsewhere. Some may be created
by subdivision of existing allotments, although it is intended to limit further subdivision (see elsewhers).
Others may be créated by the demohtmn of existing buildings, although it is inténded that all pre-1950's
buildings be considered for retention, . . .

Nevertheless new development has the potential to have a major impact on the character of the town,
particularly on prominent sites, such as that at the end of the tetraces on Swan Street near Green Sireet.

The preferred form of new development relates to the character of the surroundmg streetscape both
within the immediate area and within the town as a whole. While there is 4 great diversity of building
types within Morpeth, they are for the most part grouped in precinets by age and style. There is the solid
wall of commercial buildings along the southern side of Swan Street, in comparison to the freestanding
buildings on the northern side, There are residential areas that are predominately of a single style, be it -
colonial or post-war., Thus the town lends itself to identification of a number of precincts, with the
characteristics of each precinct guldmg the form of new development

New development should not however mimic the historte cletails, but rather fit into the general form so as
to blend with the surrounding streetscape. An alternative is to set the new development further back on
the site than the surrounding development, pechaps with appropriate screening, so as to be unobfrusive.
Identification and analysis of a precinei’s characteristics is therefore essentlal to gu:dmg new
development, .

Related Issues
Subdivision

Legislative Requirements and Responsibllities

Background Information

Changes since 1982
Key Concerns
Management Pollc:es/()bjectwes

Options for Diseussmn

a. Any development application must be accompanied by a thorough assessment of the sites context,
both within the immediate strevtscape and within the town as a whole, This assessment must include:
- general building forms and overall helghts
- front and side setbacks
- materials
- building use (past and present if difforent) :

b, Consideration should be given to further stady of the town, so as to develop a general contextual
assessment for various defined precinets within the town, These precincts may be as small as an
individual biock or part thereof, .

¢. In the residential area, side setbacks are to be the standard 200mm min. on one side, but increased to
about 2.5m min. on the other (to maintain views between buildings and low density characteristics).
The front setback must be about 2.5m from the estgblished building line {so as to minimise its impact
on the sireetscape).

d. Inthe commercial area, side setbacks may be nil on the southern side of Swan Street, but on the
northern side must be as for the residential area (to maintain views between the buildings to the river
and rural floodplain opposite). Buildings must be built to the front boundary, either with a verandah
behind that boundary, or & verandah or awning beyond that boundary to the kerb

e. .Ifa bullding is demolished ail rxghts to reduced setbacks are lost.
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MORPETH MANAGEMENT PLAN ~
WORKSHOPS

Saturday 9“‘ October 1999 at St John’s Conference Centre )

Traffic, Parking; Event'managemenit & amenity




ISSUES PAPER
~Prepared by TPK & Assockdes Ply Lid-Sept 1999

ROAD SAFETY AND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

What are we addressing?

Morpeth township stands steeped in heritage generating tourist traffic whilst accommodaiing o
local community who have somewhat varied road safety and traffic management needs. Success
in achieving a balanced traffic plan will require consideration of and cooperation from both groups
but importanily any solution must mainiain the “natural” heritage environment.

Investigating the subject of road safely and traffic management has disclosed many community isstes; thosa issues are
summarised helow, grouped under three issue sub-headings.

NETWORK AMENITY PARKING SAEETY

»  Retain pressnt snvironment s Minimiss intrusion of rigid « Needs of children

+ Noise pollution controls ¢ Footpath provision

¢ Pedestrian managsment ¢ Nsedsoflocals »  Footpath obstructions
»  Provision for through traffic ¢ Residential parking o Vshicular conflict

¢ Intrusion by heavy vehicles + Parking system ¢ Retain the “feel safe”
e Signposting ¢ Location ¢ Cyclists

s Uss of local roads » Tourist demands

¢ Resident amenity « Land use demands
- Land use demand * ' Passing trade

o Public Transport e Staff parking

The development of the preferred solution will nesd to take inte account a number of restrictions and gain the approval of
accauntable authorities where required. Listed below are some of those boundaries,

RESTRAINTS E=isnimrim e =iy SEEAUTHORITIES: 22!

* Community desirs to maintain natural environment *Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA} for bridge
* Funding sources *Maitiand City Councll (MCC) for road network
* Australian Standards for Traffic Control Devices *MCC for land use approvals

* Broader community road network nesds * MCC Traffic Committes for traffic facllities




: = - BACKGROUND:DISCUSSION =57

TP & Assoclates represen twe on th nvestigative team has spent time in the township an researd

information.

+ The township does hot have an issus related to accident history. Examination of Maitland Clty Councils accident
database for the period 1988 to the 8% month 1897 discloses only 9 accidents around the commercial road network of
Morpeth,

+ Observations at various periods of the week and weekend disclose traffic condifions that do not demand improvement
solutions related to capacity. The present traffic volume averages for Swan Street are between 3,000-4,000 vehicles
daily, with hourly peak flows of 250 to 300 in any one direction, this volums can bs managed within the present road
capacily.

A traffic survey taken recently around the commercial area will be available for the 8 Oclober Workshop
A study of the Maitland local government area undertaken by PPK Environment & Infrastructure in 1898 and adopted by
councl establishes some nelwork criteria; cross-reference to this document will be continued during this project.

« Parking demand obssrvations and random suivey confirm that weekends and high tourist arrival days place the greater
demand on space. A management plan will aliow all the needs to be catered for and maximise the use of all potential
space,

The focus for the Management Plan is therefore

To present strategies that ensure traffic utilise approptiate routes and parking space is purpose focussed. All this must be

put in place whilst protecting the local environmental quality of life. The investigative team has focused suggested

options/solutions to three key periods
o Weekdays

+ Weekends
s Special Events
The solution adopted
« Must be practical and achievable in terms of engineering and financial restraints,
o Mustbe embraced by all as one essentlal Ingredient is going to be the willingness of the broader community to adopt the
* philosophy of the plan without stringent confrols to enable the “natural® environment to be retained as much as possible.
o Mustrefain Swan Street as part of the arlorial route of the broader Maltland LGA network

POTENTIAL SOLUTIONS:
» Realignment of key intersections to dislribute fraffic fo preferred routes.

¢ Create parking regimes that are “fitness for purpose”. Shorf term close to the commerclal district with on-street and off-
straef longer term parking in outlylng areas.

« Creale fourlst pathways from saleliite parking areas, incorporate greater use of tourlst walking maps.

o Establish fourlst coach stand areas out of maln commercial area. Coaches set down and pick up in fown cenfre - park
elsewhere.

» Create off street staff carpark to maximise the use of Swan Strest kerbside space.

+ Accept Swan Strest is the arterial fraffic route and align the network to suit. Matiers for review here are priorily at
interssctions, some minor resrictions lo flow, pedsstrian safety and ensuring clear ianes for traffic routes.

*  Signags - Maltland Gouncil has a sign strateqy program currently underway.

» Close Swan Street to traffic for special events, create a Traffic Gontrol Plan that is sasily implemented, Is environmental
friendly and has a quick approval process.

o Consider preferred bike routes and road-mark accordingly.

+ Create low profile but effective pedestrian amenity at risk locations
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vMORPETH MANAGEMENT PLAN -

WORKSHOPS

Saturday gt October 1999 at St John’s Conference Centre |














































