Trevor Dickinson mural

Bourke Street
Link Mural
ARTIST BRIEF
Council is seeking creative proposals from artists to complete a mural at the Bourke Street Link western wall, High Street
Central Maitland (The Levee) to be completed by 10 October 2018.

OBJECTIVES
As one of Australia’s oldest cities Maitland has a long and vibrant history and an increasingly culturally diverse
community. This project invites artists to create an artwork in a highly visible public space, identified as being in need of
transforming and revitalising.
The completed artwork must reflect the city’s growing diversity, create a sense of identity and belonging, and be visually
warm, bright and engaging. The completed work will contribute to the overall cultural identity of the city.
The mural should not represent any specific cultural group or peoples (i.e. flags or portraits) and should be suggestive
rather than literal. Abstract work will be considered.

SITE
Proposed artwork is at the Bourke Street Link, High Street (The Levee) Central Maitland.
The wall is approx. 18m long x 9m high and incorporates some miscellaneous structures such as air conditioning units.

MATERIALS
The work must use durable, high quality and low maintenance materials to ensure lifespan of the work, which will be 3 –
5 years. The work will be situated in an outdoor environment and all materials must be able to withstand environmental
conditions, including wind, rain and sun.
Consideration must also be given for graffiti management, maintenance and cleaning.
(Oil paint cannot be used on this site)

BUDGET
The successful artist(s) will be offered $5,000 (plus GST if applicable) to execute their proposed work.
A full all-inclusive project budget will need to be submitted as part of the brief response including, but not limited to, all
artist fees, insurance costs, installation fees, relevant project management fees (including transport) and all materials
costs.

PROJECT/ RISK MANAGEMENT
The applicant will communicate and work with Council’s Place Activation Officer to ensure the project meets creative and
technical specifications including:
• Completion of a site visit to plan project delivery
• That the project upholds public safety
• That the project maintains public access to the space
• That the materials and installation of the project meet current industry standards
• That appropriate risk management strategies are in place
Council will:
• Provide guidance to the successful artist with the risk assessment for the works.
• Develop and facilitate traffic management planning if required.
• Conduct stakeholder management with local businesses and property owner as required.
• Artists will need to supply evidence of current public liability insurance if they are successful in their application.
Maitland City Council can provide advice on the process if required.

SUCCESSFUL APPLICATIONS
In order to accept the commission, successful artists will be required to sign and return an Artist Agreement for the project.
Following acceptance, artists will work with Maitland City Council to develop a detailed schedule, address any permit
requirements and agree on the scope of works.

SELECTION CRITERIA
Applications will be assessed by a panel against the following selection criteria:
Response to the brief:
• Consideration of the objectives and intent of the project.

• Potential to engage diverse audiences.
Artistic merit of the proposed work:
• Originality of concept for the proposed work as described in the artistic statement and depicted in a sketch.
Appropriateness of the work for the proposed site:
• Linking of concept to the medium/form of the space.

• Ability of the work to activate the site.
Demonstrated ability to complete the project to the specifications provided:
• Experience/skills relevant to the project as demonstrated in the artist’s CV including examples of previous work.
• Evidence to show that specific conditions have been addressed through selected materials, design and placement to
reduce risk.
• Evidence and examples of project delivery in chosen medium.
Council reserves the right to decline the offer of any work that does not meet the assessment criteria or may be
deemed to be discriminatory, defamatory, and/or obscene.
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KEY PROJECT DATES
ELEMENT

DEADLINE

Proposals deadline

18 September 2018

Artists contracted

21 September 2018

Installation

22 September – 10 October 2018

WHAT TO INCLUDE IN YOUR SUBMISSION
Your submission will include:

• Artist impressions of the proposed work: A sketch or computer based mock-up of your proposed design.
• Current CV and any supporting images of previous work.
• Detailed budget and project schedule.

Submissions must be received by Maitland City Council by 5.00pm 18 September 2018.
Incomplete or late proposals will not be considered.
We encourage artists to discuss their ideas and direct any questions to Place Activation Officer (project
manager) on 02 4931 2852 or at Charlotte.Hilder@maitland.nsw.gov.au
All submissions should be directed to the Project Manager. Submissions may be sent either digitally or in
hard copy.

HAND DELIVERY:
Attention: Charlotte Hilder - Place Activation Officer
1/12 Ken Tubman Drive
Maitland 2320

EMAIL:
Charlotte.Hilder@maitland.nsw.gov.au
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