Expression of
Interest
‘SOAP BOX’

OUTSIDE MAITLAND CITY LIBRARY

‘Soap Box’
OUTSIDE MAITLAND CITY LIBRARY
OVERVIEW
Shaded by a large tree, the space outside Maitland City Library will be
transformed into a multi-use small scale performance meeting space and
eating area. Currently used as an unofficial carpark, its proximity to the library
and nearby shops makes it an ideal location for projects focusing on the
Place Activation pillar ‘Repurpose’.

THE PROJECT
The concept for the space is to recreate the ‘Soap Box’ traditions of Hyde
Park London and The Domain Sydney. The space could also function as
a recreation area with seating and tables for people to share ideas, do
live readings and practice performances. The completed space can have
a contemporary design and integrate itself into its surroundings and the
cultural identity of the city.
Proposals with innovative and imaginative designs that incorporate the soap
box concept are encouraged. Consideration should be taken to create an
inviting space that is accessible to the whole community and to allow multiple
uses. This project will add to the physical identity of Maitland City Library
and the surrounding area. It should reflect contemporary values and uses of
public space adding to the vibrancy of the city.

MATERIALS AND LOCATION
Located by the car park at Maitland City Library at 480 High Street, Maitland, the
space available is a 13m long x 4m wide asphalt slab. The work must use durable,
robust, high quality and low maintenance materials suitable to last the lifespan
of the work, which will be three to five years. The use of multiple elements to really
activate the space in an integrated way is encouraged so this project may lend
itself to a cohort of creatives to work together on an overall proposal. Access
to power may be provided for elements that require electricity. Council may
consider the feasibility of the installation of wifi should the design so suit it.
The work will be situated in an outdoor environment and must be able to
withstand environmental conditions including wind, rain and sun.
Consideration should be given in order to ensure minimum maintenance
required over the life of the work including, but not limited to, graffiti.
Any physical installations must consider independent engineering approval,
which should be included in project.

BUDGET
$15,000 to $20,000 (plus GST if applicable)

TIMELINE
STAGE

DATE

Expression of Interest open

2 December 2019

Expression of Interest closes

19 January 2020

Shortlisted submission notification

24 January 2020

Full submissions close

14 February 2020

Successful project selected

28 February 2020

Project delivery

April 2020
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The images above are of the project site at
Maitland Library.

Submission Process
An Expression of Interest for ‘Soap Box’ must fulfil specific requirements and be received by midnight on Sunday 19
January 2020. It must be a maximum of four pages, include examples of previous works, have a project outline, basic
budget and a simple design or mock up.

BELOW IS A SUMMARY OF THE PROCESS

1. EOI PROCESS
• Maximum four pages
• Examples previous work
• Project outline
• Basic budget
• Simple mock up or design

2. ASSESSMENT OF EOI’S
• Submissions reviewed

4.

SUCCESSFUL PROJECT SELECTED
• Project agreement signed
• Commence planning for delivery

5.

PROJECT DELIVERY

by assessment panel

3.

FULL SUBMISSION PROCESS
• Detailed design drawings
• Proof of relevant insurances
• Detailed budget
• Detailed project schedule
• Proof of consultation with any
third party contractors

We encourage creatives to discuss their ideas and direct
any questions to the Place Activation Officer
(project manager) on 02 4934 9852 or
Place.Activation@maitland.nsw.gov.au
Submissions may be sent either digitally or in hard copy.

WEBSITE
Submission portal on the Maitland City Council website at
maitland.nsw.gov.au/place-activation

EMAIL
Place.Activation@maitland.nsw.gov.au

HAND DELIVERY
Attention: Place Activation Officer
1/12 Ken Tubman Drive
Maitland 2320
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For any further questions please contact
the Place Activation Officer.
t 02 4934 9852 or
Place.Activation@maitland.nsw.gov.au

