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Early Settlers of Wallis Plains
Teaching Unit
The Early Settlers of Wallis Plains teaching unit has been produced by Maitland City Council to support local Hunter
teachers implement the NSW History K-10 syllabus by providing a local context for classroom studies.
The unit provides a study of identity and diversity in a local context. Students will explore the historical features and
diversity of their community, Maitland, by examining the decisions made by early governors and explorers of the area
that influenced the development of Maitland and look closely at early local settlers, their impact on the development
of the town and the legacy they left. A general understanding of early British settlement in Australia is an advantage to
students commencing this unit of work.
Designed to support Stage 2 Outcomes, Historical skills and Concepts (Community & Remembrance) and based on
Board of Studies planning format the unit is easily adapted for Stage 3 students looking at ‘Australian Colonies’.
The unit has drawn heavily on the publication ‘Bound for Wallis Plains’ by local author Cynthia Hunter and this
publication would be useful as a classroom reference.
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Stage 2 |

Assessment Overview
Ongoing assessment-student understanding may be
assessed through the use of observational checklists,
anecdotal records, analysis of contributions to class
discussions & a variety of work samples.

EN2-1A communicates in a range of informal & formal contexts
EN2-2A plans, composes and reviews a range of texts that are more
demanding in terms of topic, audience, language
EN2-3A uses effective handwriting & publishes texts using digital
technologies
EN2-7B identifies and uses language forms and features in their
own writing appropriate to a range of purposes, audiences and
contexts
EN2-6B identifies the effect of purpose and audience on spoken
texts, distinguishes between different forms of English and
identifies organisational patterns and features
EN2-8B identifies and compares different kinds of texts when
reading & viewing & shows an understanding of purpose, audience
& subject matter
EN2-10C thinks imaginatively, creatively and interpretively about
information, ideas and texts when responding to and composing
texts
EN2-11D responds to and composes a range of texts that express
viewpoints of the world similar to and different from their own

English K-10 Links:

History K-10
HT2-1- identifies celebrations and commemorations of
significance in Australia and the world
HT2-2 -describes and explains how significant individuals,
groups and events contributed to changes in the local
community over time
HT2-5- applies skills of historical inquiry and communication

Outcomes

The following historical skills are integrated into the lesson
sequences:
Comprehension: chronology, terms and concepts
 respond, read and write, to show understanding of
historical matters
 sequence familiar people and events
 use historical terms
Analysis and use of sources
 locate relevant information from sources provided
Perspectives and interpretations
 identify different points of view within an historical
context
Empathetic understanding
 explain how and why people in the past may have lived
and behaved differently from today
Research
 pose a range of questions about the past
 plan an historical inquiry
Explanation and communication
 develop texts, particularly narratives and descriptions
use a range of communication forms (oral, graphic,
written) and digital technologies

Historical skills

Assessment activity 1 - Students construct a time line that shows development along the Hunter River as far as Paterson
Plains. They will be assessed on their ability to identify relevant dates and information and to present it clearly.
Assessment activity 2 - Students complete a digital presentation on an early settler in the Maitland area.
Assessment activity 3 –Students design a heritage walk of Maitland that includes a street map, buildings of significance, path
to be followed and a short overview of each structure to be visited that includes date of construction, material, original use
and current use.

Continuity and change: aspects in their community that
have changed over time or remained the same
Cause and effect: causes of change in the local community
Perspectives: views on the life and experiences of early
settlers in the local area
Empathetic understanding: developing an understanding of
the life and attitudes of an early colonist or convict.
Significance: the significance of the contributions of an early
settler.

The following historical concepts are integrated into the
lesson sequences:

Historical concepts

Community and remembrance

Key inquiry questions
 Who were the early European settlers to the area, when did settlement begin and who
were the early settlers?
 What is the nature of the contribution made by different groups and individuals in the
settlement of the local community?
 How has our community changed? What features have been lost and what features have
been retained?

Early Settlers of Wallis Plains ( Maitland)

Description This unit provides a study of identity & diversity in a local context.
Students explore the historical features and diversity of their community, Maitland. They
examine the decisions made by the early governors and explorers of the area that influenced
the development of Maitland and look closely at the early settlers to Maitland, their impact
on the development of the town & the legacy they left.
NB It is assumed that students have an understanding of early British settlement in Australia.
See AHTA unit on First Fleet

|
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http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/
interactives/timeline/index.html

Digital resources links

Maps
• Allotments at Morpeth (p20)
• Parish of Maitland (p21)
• Early map of Hunter (not provided p18-19
BFWP)
• Maitland – current (not provided)

• KWL chart
• Passage –Convict Settlement at Coal’s River
• Passage-Wallis Plains Settlers 1818
• Vocabulary List
• Lachlan Macquarie -passage & journal entry

Resources

When and where did settlement first begin in
the Maitland area?

Why did they come?

When did the first European settlers come to
the Hunter Valley?

Content: Part 1
Early settlement on Wallis Plains

11.

10.

9.

8.

7.

6.

5.

4.

3.

2.

1.

Using a Know, Want to know, what I Learned (KWL) chart, students recall and record what they
know about Maitland’s origins and identify areas students would like to know more about including
beginnings, changes and continuities in the local area.
Read & discuss passage- Convict settlement at Coal’s River - on early settlement at Newcastle
and exploration up the river.
Students identify and highlight key dates and events. Highlight unknown words. Word Study/
Discussion may include – convict, free men, settler, emancipist, estuary, decade, commission, penal
etc.
Display relevant words and explanations for easy access by students in future work. Display to be
added to throughout unit to include maps, information, visuals, timeline etc.
Map of Newcastle, Hunter River, Maitland (current) area with key locations. Students review
knowledge of area today. Identify areas/sites they are familiar with. Discuss any areas with same/
different names mentioned in the passage
View ‘Map of Hunter River & its branches c. 1819’ (digital) Discuss differences. Are there any
areas still called the same today? Record list of past and present site names and add to display. NB
text on p 19 can be used as a guide
Identify settlements and dates up the river as far as Paterson Plains. Students record on own
paper copy.
Create a timeline of significant events/developments in local history. Can be done individually,
class display or both. Students mark in key events and dates leading up to settlement in Maitland.
These will be taken from the passage and added to throughout the unit. (see link)
Discussion: Who was Governor Lachlan Macquarie? Why and how did he encourage reformed
convicts to participate in society? Read his passage p13 and journal excerpt of traveling up river to
Paterson and Wallis plains. How did his views differ from other governing officials of this time?
Map of Maitland today showing the area being studied) Discuss. What locations are students
familiar with? Where is our school, home, shops, sporting fields etc What can they tell about them?
Where is Wallis Plains today? Do they know the name ‘Wallis’? Why? Where?
Additional research can be undertaken by interested students. Areas that could be looked at include: transportation, penal colony in Newcastle, Convicts, Life in Britain 1800’s, Lachlan Macquarie

Teaching and learning activities
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http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homeworkand-study/other-subjects-and-projects/history/
convicts-in-australia

http://www.abc.net.au/abc3/myplace

Digital resources links
http://sydneylivingmuseums.com.au/stories/
day-life-convict

• Passage-Wallis Plains Settlers 1818
• Statistics from census 1818
• Summary of Wallis Plains convicts-Appendix
(not provided p68)
• Sources of information include old newspapers, local library, old street directories,
maps, land grant maps, diaries and oral
history, texts. (not provided)
• Passage- convict settler- (Seven providedadditional information available in CSWP)
• Parish of Maitland (p21)
• ‘Then and now’ chart
• Research scaffold

Resources

What impact did they have on the development of Maitland?

How did they arrive?

Who were the first settlers on Wallis Plains?

Content Part 2: The Early Settlers

12.

11.

10.

8.
9.

7.

6.

5.

4.

3.

2.

1.

Life of a convict: Brainstorm ‘What do we know about convicts in early Australia?’ Discuss what
life would have been like for a convict. Watch video eg ‘ Life of a convict’- collect images. Record
key points
Read passage ‘The Wallis Plains Settlers, from 1818’ (p30) discuss. Use maps used previously to
identify areas mentioned.
Who were the convict settlers of Wallis Plains? Students review and discuss information
contained in ‘Summary of Wallis Plains Convict Settlers (appendix p68)’ What does it tell us
about the settlers?
Identify possible resources for research purposes. Collect and display for easy access. Include
written, oral, audio and visual as well as local historical groups and newspapers that may be useful.
Read one extract /description of an early local settler eg Mary Hunt. Discuss. List key points.
Transfer information to a research scaffold sheet- whole class. Teacher to model.
Identify on Parish of Maitland map where the initial allotments were and who owned them.
Overlay or compare with map of today. Where would these allotments be today? Discussion
Discussion- ‘A farmers life!’ - crops & produce, techniques, day to day life, challenges (floods)
etc. How has the area changed? Record on a ‘then and now’ chart.
Research- select a convict to research. Students gather information on their chosen settler.
Use convict research to create a digital presentation OR write a biography of an early settler.
Include information and images relevant to their settler including audio, images, links, journal/newspaper reports etc.
Students select a settlers’ plot of land using maps of early land grant areas. Illustrate what the
plot of land would have looked like using information gathered from their research.
Invite a local community member to speak to the students on an aspect of Maitland’s heritage (eg Maitland Historical Society or Friends of Grossman House or Tocal House or Cynthia
Hunter) Students design possible questions they could ask the speaker or would like them to
consider prior to the meeting.
Create a board game based on the life of the early settlers.

Teaching and learning activities
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Teaching and learning activities
1.
Using the (KWL) chart, students review & update what they have learnt of Maitland’s origins & identify
additional questions/ areas they would like to investigate
2.
Discuss ‘How old is Maitland?’ How do we know? (eg. Dating of building during construction, types of
construction, newspapers etc.) Using a selection of old images of the area, ask students to identify strucWhat evidence still exists today from the
tures including buildings, bridges, etc. What has changed & what has remained the same? Where possible
early years of settlement?
date the construction? Discuss with the students that some buildings and structures have remained because
What has changed?
they have been regarded as important or useful. Others have not survived or have changed because their
purpose has changed, they were not in good repair, or other uses for the site arose.
What remains the same?
3.
Students collect images of and list structures in the Maitland area they know are old. Use a table to
collate. Include date, type of construction, materials, purpose then and now, position etc. Identify and /or
locate on a map of the local area.
Resources
4.
Collect names of streets, parks, cemeteries in the local area that are connected with the early settlers.
Photograph or draw and add to display near biographies. Do the names of streets and parks provide clues
• KWL chart
to earlier history? Are they named after earlier citizens and settlers, or an historical event?
• Images of local historical structures and
5.
Descriptive passage-Listen & discuss- Magnificent indeed was their appearance (p17) Many fig trees still
buildings (not provided)
exist in Maitland area today. How old are they? Were they planted by the settlers? Where are they? What
• Street Map of Maitland – current
other living organisms can be considered in the same way? What have been removed? (ie timber getters)
• Table to collate building information (not
Are they also historical features of a town?
provided)
6.
Write a description of a building, street, cemetery, park, tree etc. that dates from the time of the early
• Passage – ‘Old Brush Forests’
settlers.
• Convict research sheet
7.
Group Research - Each group/pair select a building, community area (eg Stockade Hill) or structure
• Grossman House National Trust teachand research it’s history. Has structure changed or remained the same? Why? Include a mix of text and
ers guide on researching old buildings in
graphics. As well as general information on the topic include opinion on how the focus has either changed
Maitland
or remained the same under the headings ‘Change’ and ‘Continuity’. Include a list of all resources accessed.
8.
Prepare and deliver an oral presentation based on the research to present to class/classes.
9.
Construct timeline on display board. (Actual line and dates across middle of board. Each group add imagHeritage walks in Maitland-see website
es of structures and information as it is gathered during research.)
http://www.maitland.nsw.gov.au/Heritage/
10. Design a heritage walk around Maitland (or review Maitland council heritage walk) to be undertaken
HeritageWalks
to view the historic buildings and structures still existing in Maitland today. Provide a short description
of each structure that will be passed on the excursion. Class teacher to decide the most appropriate walk
presented.
11. Heritage walk excursion.

Content Part 3: Maitland then & Now!
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Knowing

Understanding

Visualise you are an early
settler. What does it look
like, sound like, feel like?
Y chart

Make a model of a
dwelling in the first
settlement.

Select one song/poem &
discover when it was
written, singer/writer,
instruments and the
story it tells.
Discuss the issues and
events that led to the
settlements in Newcastle
and along the Hunter
River.
Collate your information
using a scaffold so
information can be easily
accessed. Prepare a draft
presentation layout.

Explore suggested
websites to broaden
your knowledge of early
settlement.

Listen to songs/ poem
associated with early
settlement. Make a list
of titles, writers and
singers.
As a class create a time
line of settlement in
the Hunter from
Newcastle through to
early Wallis Plains.
Gather information on
an early settler using a
range of resources that
could include text,
audio, images, graphics

List and compare
measurement units of
today to those used in
colonial times

Give reasons why early
settlement occurred
along the Hunter River.

Find images of early
settlement in the
Hunter Valley & display
them in the classroom.

Identify early convict
settlers in the Maitland
area and the crimes &
punishment they were
sentenced to.
Using an early map of
Wallis Plains & a
current one of the area
identify where the
settler farms were
sited.

YEAR LEVEL:

Discuss what were the
advantages/disadvantage
of being a convict settler?
Report back on
conclusions.
You are a free settler.
Write a letter to the
newspaper about the lack
of farming knowledge in
the community

Play some of the board
games created with a small
group.

Describe changes that have
occurred in the local
landscape since early
settlement and the reasons
for these

Rewrite the words of your
song so that it tells of life
on Wallis Plains

Construct an
advertisement to
encourage settlers to
Wallis Plains listing the
benefits and changes
they may experience.
Analyse & compare
materials used in early
settlement constructions
with those used today.
Discuss materials still
evident today and why.
Identify musical
instruments used in
1800’s, its materials &
origins of the instrument.

Investigate when
Australia changed from
Imperial measurement
units to metric and why.

Identify the difficulties
early settlers would have
faced in their daily lives.

Create a board game based
on early settlement and
exploration along the
Hunter River using colonial
measurement units learnt
about.
Use the models of
dwellings to construct a
group version of the early
settlement

Illustrate and write a news
report on Governor
Macquarie’s journey along
the river to Paterson and
Wallis Plains.
Construct a map showing
the journey Governor
Macquarie undertook
along the Hunter River.

Creating

Stage 2

Create a digital
presentation using your
research information and
plan.

In a small group write and
perform a short skit about
a convict being given a land
grant.

Collect materials and
construct own bush
instruments that can be
played.

There are few roads. Design
a vehicle for transporting
supplies on paper.
Construct your vehicle
using recycled materials.

Construct a database of
farming plots, owners, size,
produce etc . Were some
more successful than
others? Why? What
factors may have
influenced a successful
farming season?
Paint a picture depicting a
key episode in the early
settlements history.

Write a letter from a
convict to a friend in
England and tell them
about the settlement.

Bloom’s Taxonomy: Six Thinking Levels
Applying
Analysing

This matrix was devised by Ralph Pirozzo in 1997 and updated 2004

I enjoy working by myself

Intrapersonal

I enjoy working with others

Interpersonal

I enjoy making & listening
to music

Musical

I enjoy doing hands-on
activities

Kinaesthetic

I enjoy painting drawing &
visualising

Visual

I enjoy working with
numbers & science

Mathematical

I enjoy reading, writing &
speaking

Verbal

Multiple
Intelligences

UNIT OF STUDY: Early Settlement of Wallis Plains
Evaluating

Create a list of possible
questions to pose to a
guest speaker based on the
early settlers

Evaluate and rate the
board games played. You
should explain your rating

Perform your song/poem
using your instrument to
accompany you.

Using the photos of old
buildings collected make a
list of construction date,
purpose & materials.
Decide why these buildings
are still standing today.
Test drive your vehicle.
What changes would you
make to a future design?

Discuss the positives and
negatives of the land grants
to convicts settlers on
Wallis Plains. Was it a
success or not? Why?

You are a convict. Write an
argument stating why you
should be given a land
grant on Wallis Plains.

Convict Biographies
ADAPTED FROM BOUND FOR WALLIS PLAINS, CYNTHIA HUNTER 2012
JOHN ALLEN
John Allen, born in 1785 and was a house servant in England, unable to read or write. He was found guilty of a burglary
charge and sentenced to transportation for life. He came to NSW on the ship General Hewitt in 1814.
He was assigned to Major Ogilvy of the 46th Regiment but absconded and robbed the Major of some valuable items
including a promissory note to the value of £10, 10 silver medals value £3 and other valuables including a quantity of
linen, valued at £20. He was found guilty and sentenced to be publicly whipped, six months in solitary confinement in
Parramatta gaol, and afterwards be banished to Newcastle and hard labour for the space of ten years. Allen was put to
work hewing coal, but his health deteriorated and he appealed for lighter work. The overseer made him a constable.
After two months he was recommended for a more responsible position and was made Overseer of Public Works.
These works included building the church, the gaol, and the carpenters’ shop, which was subsequently converted to
barracks for prisoners.
For his work in building the church the next commandant, James Wallis, made recommendations to Governor Macquarie
on Allen’s behalf and he was approved to become one of the farmers at Wallis Plains as well as a constable there. The
farm that Allen selected was on the east side of Wallis Creek between the farms of Patrick Riley, and John ‘gentleman’
Smith whose land was also bounded by Wallis Creek.
When questioned by the Bigge Commissioners in January 1820 about the Wallis Plains settlement Allen spoke of the
absence of easy transport and communication between Newcastle and Wallis Plains that left the farmers relatively
isolated. The distance from Newcastle by land was a third of that by water but the land track was tedious and crossed
two swamps. The river trip took about 12 hours and two tides to accomplish.
He also spoke of the three soldiers who were stationed at Wallis Plains, occupying a barrack about mid-way along the
land cultivated by the convict settlers. The soldiers’ job was to apprehend runaways from Newcastle, see that the convict
farmers did not exploit the relative freedom of their situation, and protect them and their farms from native attack. He
also said that because his duties as constable were time consuming, he had little time to improve his own land. (Could
be in general Wallis Plains information only)
By using the labour of two convicts assigned to him and a third man that he hired he was able to make his farm as
productive as the others in the area. Allen payed for the extra man’s labour with farm produce as he believed well fed
men were better workers and that it encouraged them to work harder.
When surveyor Henry Dangar inspected Allen’s farm in 1823 he found about 38 acres under cultivation, with
improvements of a wattle and plaster cottage with dairy skillion (called a ‘skilling’) and a stockyard with 10 chains
of fencing, a pig sty and garden all valued at £27. Re-measurement after the alignment of Melbourne Street, with
compensation, brought the farm to about 140 acres.37
John Allen married Susan, Johnson in 1822. Susannah was born about 1805 and came to the colony in the ship Morley
in 1820, aged about 15 years. Her sentence was seven- years.
John Allen may have given up farming in the 1820s because in 1828 he was employed as a constable at Luskintrye and
in that year John Smith made a claim to the title of his farm. Part of Allen’s farm passed to John Smith and part to Smith’s
step-son George Furber, and Charles Dee. A street in the vicinity of this land grant carries the name ‘Furber Street’.
John Allen died 1838, aged 58 years.

This biography was adapted from the publication Bound for Wallis Plains-Maitland’s Convict Settlers’ by Cynthia Hunter.
Additional informationon John Allen can be found on p38 of the publication.
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THOMAS BOARDMAN
Thomas Boardman was born in England about 1780. In 1814 he was transported to NSW on the General Hewett to
serve a life sentence. In 1816 he was re-sentenced after escaping from a goal in Parramatta and sent to the Newcastle
Penal Colony.
Two years later Thomas was allocated a 30 acre farm at Wallis Plains and selected a site adjacent to where
Commandant Morissett had built a government cottage named ‘Lachlan Cottage’, soldiers barracks and a lockup. Part
of Boardman’s land also sat across on the opposite side of Wallis Creek and on this land he constructed huts, a cottage,
a barn and an orchard.
Boardman was given the role of reading prayers each Sunday for the convict service and was paid extra rations for his
services.
In 1822 Thomas Boardman married Jane Davis at Christ Church in Newcastle, however Jane died later that year.
By 1823 Thomas Boardman’s land holding had expanded to a total of 60 acres in two parcels – one of 16 acres and the
other of 44 acres. The land was partially cleared and improvements included a wattle and plaster cottage, shed, garden,
peach orchard and pig pen. However Boardman was not able to make a success of the farm and in 1826 Anne and
Samule Cliff bought the western farm to raise cattle.
Thomas Boardman continued to work on his other farm raising dairy cattle.
He is believed to have died around 1850.

This biography was adapted from the publication Bound for Wallis Plains-Maitland’s Convict Settlers’ by Cynthia Hunter.
Additional information on Thomas Boardman can be found on p46 of the publication.
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JOHN CAHILL
John Cahill came to New South Wales on the transport ship Britannia in 1796. He was assigned to a landholder in the
Parramatta district. In 1814, he was found guilty of having stolen a cow from the government herd and sent to the
Newcastle penal settlement. After four years at Newcastle he was allowed to become a farmer on 30 acres at Wallis
Plains. His farm was situated between the farms of Boardman and Jones and bounded by the lagoon (Yarrawong Lagoon) and the river.
When Henry Dangar measured the farms in 1823, he noted that John Cahill was then deceased. He had worked 19
acres and erected a wattle and plaster cottage, an open log shed and barn, pig yards and pigsty, fenced stockyards and
peach trees - all valued at more than £26. After Cahill’s death, the judge of the Supreme Court advertised for his next of
kin to come forward to administer his estate. His heirs were entitled to receive a crown grant of increased size.
It is believed that his farm passed to James Connelly a settler and free man who it is thought cared for John Cahill’s
young daughter Sarah (born about 1921).
This biography was adapted from the publication Bound for Wallis Plains-Maitland’s Convict Settlers’ by Cynthia Hunter. Additional information on John Eckford can be found on p48 of the publication.
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JOHN ECKFORD
John Eckford was born in the colony about 1801, one of eight children to convict parents, and grew up in the
Newcastle penal settlement where his father was a much valued harbour pilot. With little work at Newcastle available for
a free young adult, John was allocated a farm at Wallis Plains in 1818.
With little work at Newcastle available for a free young adult, in 1818 John was allocated a 30 acre farm at Wallis Plains
without title to the land but with the understanding that this would eventually be granted. John’s selection was at the old
timber camp and the residual cedar brush vegetation was the likely inspiration for the name he bestowed on the land Brush Farm. It was located between Patrick Riley’s and John Allen’s farms and included part of a large lagoon.
After John was established on his farm, his parents William and Mary and brother Henry were each granted about 100
acres along the road between East Maitland and Morpeth.
In 1828 John Eckford married Eliza Duff. Her sister Anne had married Samuel Clift in 1824, a former convict and bought
Thomas Boardman’s western farm and probably occupied Boardman’s wattle and plaster cottage before building a
more substantial dwelling.
John Eckford and Samuel Clift took up squatting leases beyond the Murrurundi Ranges and were among the pioneering
squatters on the Liverpool Plains and New England area and became successful pastoralists, sharing their time between
their sheep and cattle stations and East Maitland, acquiring property and wealth.
Samuel and Anne Clift and John and Eliza Eckford were to become foremost amongst Maitland’s pioneering families. In
1823, when Henry Dangar visited the farms to measure the occupied land, John Eckford was farming about 40 acres
and his improvements included a frame and wattle barn, a wattle and plaster cottage, and a garden and peach orchard
together valued at £35. His farm was increased in size to 100 acres. On several occasions John Eckford won a tender
to supply wheat and maize to the government, which was indicative of the productivity of his land and the work done
there. In the 1820s he was appointed constable at Wallis Plains upon John Allen’s resignation and in the 1830s he added
pound keeper to his responsibilities. He held these key positions for several years. When title to John’s grant of 100
acres was issued in September 1839, he was granted another 40 acres
John Eckford died at his home of 66 years, Brush Farm, in June 1884.33 His age was ‘in the eighties’, which was a long
life for his era.
This biography was adapted from the publication Bound for Wallis Plains-Maitland’s Convict Settlers’ by Cynthia Hunter.
Additional information on John Eckford can be found on p36 of the publication.
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MARY HUNT
Mary Hunt was born Mary Jones (known as Molly) at Ludlow Shropshire in 1760. She married William Morgan and had
a son, James Morgan. In 1789 at Shrewsbury Assizes she was sentenced to transportation for 14 years for stealing a
quantity of linen fibre. She sailed on the ship Neptune (second fleet) in 1790 and William followed, leaving their son in
England. Mary was reunited with him when she returned to England in 1794. In November 1794 Mary Morgan escaped
from the colony in the ship Resolution back to England where she remarried and became known as Mary Mears. In
1803, Mary was arrested again and sentenced to seven years transportation returning to NSW in 1804.
After some years in Sydney and Parramatta districts, Mary Mears rented a small farm and supported herself by cattle
dealing until about 1814 when she was suspected of cattle stealing. Mary received a seven year sentence to Newcastle
for receiving a stolen cow, and served four years before being allowed to select a farm at Wallis Plains. She was aged
about 56 years and the only female of the convict settler group.
From 1818, Mary’s farm occupied the peninsula of land known as Horseshoe Bend, then called ‘Molly Morgan’s
Bend’, ‘Settlement at the Banks’ and ‘Molly Morgan’s Swamp’. Mary was assigned other convicts to help improve her
land and constructed a wattle and plaster cottage, huts, skillions, fenced stockyards, a garden and peach orchard.
Knowing that she needed to be married to be granted title to her farm, she married Thomas Hunt, one of her
assigned convict servants in 1822.
When Henry Dangar surveyed the farms in 1823, Mary occupied 35 acres, most of which was cleared. Dangar resumed
the Horseshoe Bend land for the government and marked for Mary 159 nearby acres instead. This new portion was
bounded by Patrick Maloney’s farm on the east and William O‘Donnell’s small grant to the west, with a good frontage to
the river. The track that became High Street ran through the land and Mary leased and subdivided portions along the
river and High Street to people wanting to establish stores, inns, and other commercial ventures. Because rum was
recognised as a means of barter some of her land was traded for hogsheads of rum.
During the 1820s her farm was productive, for both cattle and crops and Thomas won contracts to supply fresh beef
to the government at Newcastle. Mary sought land on the outskirts of Maitland more suitable for cattle raising and
purchased over 200 acres near Greta, where she moved with Thomas.
The Census of 1828 data provides an interesting glimpse into both Mary Hunt’s household as well as her kindly
nature. In addition to Thomas and Mary, 20 people were associated with her property but only two, a stockman and a
labourer, were assigned convicts. Like Mary, ten were free by having completed their sentences: two held conditional
pardons and two held tickets of leave. These people although able to choose where they worked appear to have
chosen to stay and work for Mary Hunt. The occupations of these people included a stockman, labourer, dairyman,
blacksmith, shoemaker, servant and groom, suggesting an effectively run farm. Mary also had living with her a 36yr old
woman transported in 1813, an 8-year old boy who was born in the colony, and a 40-year old blind servant who had
come to the colony in 1814 as well as two men employed as servants, their wives and a child.
Mary continued to reside at Greta until her death on 27 June 1835. The obituary that was published after her death
was heartfelt and true. She was no minor local figure. Her death was recorded in the Sydney Gazette and the following
testimony was published in the metropolitan newspaper the Australian.
‘On the 27th June 1835, at her residence, Anville (Anvil) Creek, Hunter’s River, Mrs Mary Hunt, better known by the name of
‘Old Molly Morgan’, aged 64 years. She was at one time possessed of a most valuable property in Maitland, during which she
was in the constant habit of lending the most valuable assistance to all who asked it - the settlers of the years 1820 to 1826
have reason to remember her, as many without the aid rendered by her, would not have borne themselves through the trying
seasons of that period while many from her ignorance of accounts fattened themselves on her good will. The writer of these
remarks, often favoured by her, only regrets that her latter days were not those of enjoyment of the comforts of life to which she
was entitled from the numerous acts of kindness she had evinced to all around her.’
In the 1830s such testimony for a convict settler was very rare.
Today the geographic names ‘Molly Morgan’s Range’ and ‘Molly Morgan’s Hill’ indicate the location of her stock farm and
somewhere thereon – her last resting place.
This biography was adapted from the publication Bound for Wallis Plains-Maitland’s Convict Settlers’ by Cynthia Hunter.
Additional information on Mary Hunt can be found on p54 of the publication.
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GEORGE MITCHELL
George Mitchell was born in England about 1770 and arrived in New South Wales in 1804 on the vessel Coromandel, to
serve a life sentence. In 1812 George married Maria White, also a convict, in Windsor. She was 22 years old and George
about 42.
In 1814 George was transported to Newcastle but Maria was not allowed to join him. After four years, George was
made a constable and in 1818 Governor Macquarie approved his placement on a farm at Wallis Plains. Maria was
permitted to join her husband & four children subsequently arrived – James, George, John and William Goldingham.
In 1823 a surveyors inventory shows that Mitchell occupied 44 acre of cleared land. The name of his farm was ‘Pittance’
& ‘Pattamee’, both which are similar to ‘Pitnacree’, the locality’s current place name. The development on site was
significant and valuable and included a frame and wattle-built barn 75 feet long, a wattle and plaster cottage with some
brickwork, a small garden, a peach orchard and pig yard, all valued at about £35.
Mitchell’s excellent farmland was able to produce a surplus of grain -wheat and maize, and supplied to the government
stores in Newcastle. These provisions were needed for the surveying parties, military guards, constables, mounted
police and their horses as well as the men in the numerous road- building gangs and their overseers. The fruitful peach
orchards became a source of wine and cider.
The Census of 1828 notes the size of Mitchell’s farm as 160 acres of which 100 acres were cleared. It is believed that
George Mitchell exchanged this land for a 640-acre portion near Shamrock Hill. This proved a good move as the
cleared and cultivated land in the Pitnacree locality was severely damaged by later floods, which changed the course of
the Hunter River as large areas of riverbank soil collapsed into the stream.
In 1828, seven convict labourers were assigned to George Mitchell, as well as a widowed woman, Mary Grainger, who
had come to the colony in 1814, serving a seven-year sentence and who was now ‘free by servitude’.
Title to the 640 acre farm was issued to George and Maria Mitchell in May 1829. Maria Mitchell died in 1835 and George
died in 1850. Both are buried in the Glebe Cemetery, East Maitland.
This biography was adapted from the publication Bound for Wallis Plains-Maitland’s Convict Settlers’ by Cynthia Hunter.
Additional information on George Mitchell can be found on p32 of the publication.
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PATRICK RILEY
Patrick Riley was born in Dublin, Ireland in the 1790’s and sentenced to transportation for life in a Limerick court in 1812.
He arrived in Sydney in 1814 and transported to the Newcastle Penal colony in 1816.
In Newcastle Riley worked as a carpenter and had a good knowledge of local woods, their qualities and their uses. He
worked on the construction of many buildings including government house, convict barracks, stone churches and the
parsonage house making window sashes and doorframes and was encouraged by the commandant James Wallis to
develop his craftsmanship skills constructing collectors chests from rosewood and red cedar.
In 1821 Patrick Riley was granted a pardon by Macquarie in 1821 and permitted to occupy a 30-acre farm at Wallis
Plains. By 1823 his farm was all cleared except for stumps, with improvements such as a log and thatched barn, a
log hut, a small garden and a peach orchard – all valued at £18 and had been enlarged to 60 acres. Riley’s farm is not
marked on the present Parish Map although his name is given to a street in East Maitland, off Melbourne Street.
In 1825 Riley was appointed chief constable at Wallis Plains and it is believed that he held this position until 1835 at
least.
Patrick Riley died in December 1841.
Two of the chests he constructed are kept in the State Library in Sydney
This biography was adapted from the publication Bound for Wallis Plains-Maitland’s Convict Settlers’ by Cynthia Hunter.
Additional information on Patrick Riley can be found on p34 of the publication.
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JOHN SMITH
James (or John) Sidebottom, was born in Manchester about 1787. He was a shoeblack who was tried at Lancaster
Quarter Sessions, England in October 1809 and sentenced to seven years transportation to NSW arriving on the ship
Indian. In 1810 he escaped and made his way back to England.
In 1813 he was tried again under the name John Smith and sentenced to another term of transportation returning to
the colony by the ship General Hewitt in February 1814. In July 1814, Smith married a widow,
Mrs Mary Furber who was born in Sydney in 1792 to convict parents. (Mary had married William Furber and had a son,
George born in 1810. William died in 1811.) Mary and John Smith raised about 10 children including George.
In 1817 John Smith was convicted of robbing a settler and banished to Newcastle for the remainder of his original
sentence. He arrived at the penal settlement in September and found favour with Commandant Wallis who made him
chief constable at Newcastle. He held this position until 1823, when he received a condition l pardon. In 1818 John
Smith was one of the convicts permitted to occupy a farm at Wallis Plains and was apparently assigned other convicts to
work the land under an overseer. As chief constable in charge of about 17 other constables and he had little spare time
to work the farm himself.
Smith was enterprising, ambitious and always on the lookout for opportunities. When Henry Dangar drew up a street
plan for the town of Newcastle in 1823, Smith leased an allotment on which he was permitted to build a house of
eight rooms. Soon he was promoting his development by ‘name dropping’ and announcing in the Sydney Gazette
to ‘gentlemen, settlers and others’ that he had, on the recommendation of Commandant Major Morisset, obtained
a publican’s licence, and general accommodation was available at his house. This building, known as the Newcastle
Hotel, was the earliest licensed premises in the town. He also opened his first store in this building and established
trading links with the Waterloo Flourmills in Sydney, selling their flour and other goods at his warehouse. He bought
a sailing vessel, Elizabeth, for the Sydney to Newcastle trade. Later he took the leases of the government windmills at
Newcastle, purchased land near Fullerton Cove and raised dairy cows and beef cattle, providing produce and meat for
the Newcastle settlement.
John Smith enlarged the Wallis Plains farm by acquiring all or part of John Allen’s farm, which adjoined his own. Although
susceptible to flooding, Smith’s Wallis Plains farm became an important transport focus. On his land the road from
Morpeth and the road from Wollombi intersected with the road from Newcastle to Maitland. From this hub (Melbourne
Street and Newcastle Road) a road led to the bridge across Wallis Creek, which was built in 1827.
His entry in the Census of 1828 indicates that his Wallis Plains farm was called Hazelwood. His land holding was 775
acres of which 160 acres were cleared and under cultivation. His livestock was comprised of 7 horses, 520 cattle and
300 sheep. The Census also lists six convicts assigned to him in Newcastle (an ostler, a housemaid, baker, gardener,
two stock keepers and two servants) while at Wallis Plains he was master of 14 labourers, a shepherd, dairyman and
butcher.
In 1838 Smith advertised a 250-acre farm at Wallis Plains to let, for a term of five to seven years, ideal for newly arrived
emigrants. Improvements on the land included a dwelling house, kitchen, barn, stable, well, two-acre garden and
orchard. There were 13 paddocks, 200 acres of cultivation, three miles of river and creek frontage, fresh water and a
main road through; certainly a valuable property.
Smith erected a number of structures in the area including the stone building today known as the remains of the
Caroline Chisholm Emigrants Barracks (No 1 Smith’s Lane now Mill Street) and a windmill to grind wheat. Others, mostly
of stone, were used as stores and hotels (such as the Black Horse, Prince Albert and Golden Fleece). One of his buildings
was rented to the government as a temporary courthouse until the official replacement was built in the late 1850s.
Amongst his business ventures was the steam flourmill at East Maitland that was used for many years to grind wheat.
These properties and businesses were generally leased to others, or managed by his sons. Smith made his permanent
home at Newcastle.
Despite amassing considerable wealth from his businesses and a high community profile John Smith was not well liked
or respected by many members of the community who believed that he was a ‘scoundrel and vagabond’ and lacking in
‘gentility and good manners’. However, others reported him as being ‘an honest upright man’ and of ‘being born a good
character.’
On his death in in 1870 Smith still owned most of his property at East Maitland. He had made many developments on
his original farm grant, each of which now stood on its own parcel of land, and a number of good individual cultivation
paddocks, most with their own farm buildings. Facing Newcastle Road, he owned the Metropolitan Hotel (formerly
known as Golden Fleece) with outbuildings and land, the steam flourmill, three stone cottages in Smith’s Lane and two
brick cottages with land attached on the north side of Newcastle Road and three building allotments near the bridge
over Wallis Creek (then known as Victoria Bridge). In Melbourne Street he owned a large allotment of over an acre, a
smaller one, and a three-acre lot with two cottages.
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John Smith also had a substantial amount of property in central Newcastle and at Fullerton, Cove Long Bight and Tilligery
Creek.
John and Mary Smith are buried in the Christ Church cemetery Newcastle. Having lived a long and active life, many
records survive that reveal his character, his dealings and his achievements. They illustrate how a man might do well in
colonial society, moving from lowly convict status to that of a self-appointed
‘gentleman’ of considerable wealth and property.
John Smith’s life stands as the success story of those twice-convicted men, and one woman, who, in 1818, were given the
opportunity to become settlers on Wallis Plains.
This biography was adapted from the publication Bound for Wallis Plains-Maitland’s Convict Settlers’ by Cynthia Hunter.
Additional information on John Smith can be found on p40 of the publication.
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DEFINITIONS
JOHN ALLEN
burglary

The crime of breaking into a building to steal things *

assigned

A man or woman convict whose services were assigned for a
certain period, under certain conditions to a private master or
mistress.(2)

absconded

To run away secretly *

promissory

A promissory note is a legal agreement for the payment of money
to another person

solitary confinement

The isolation of a prisoner in a separate cell as a punishment

banished

To send away as a punishment *

hard labour

Hard labour is manual work which prisoners are required to
perform.

hewing

The more usual word is chop*

constable

A police officer of the lowest rank *

overseer of public works

Supervisor in charge of government projects

barracks

The buildings where soldiers live *

commandant

Someone who has power to give orders or be in charge *

apprehend

To take into keeping
The more usual word is catch *
Also described as wattle and daub

wattle and plaster

Interwoven sticks or twigs covered with mud, used as a building
material *

skillion

A part of a building having a lower, sloping roof

alignment

To bring into, or be in line

compensation

To make up for *

title

The legal right to own property or a certificate stating this *

PATRICK RILEY
parsonage house

The house provided by a church for its pastor

window sashes

The frame of a window that hold panes of glass in place
A sturdy box with a lid and often a lock used for storage.

collectors chests

Note: Macquarie Collector’s Chest was created in New South
Wales around 1818. It opens to present a wonderful array
of artefacts, specimens, painted panels, and compartments.
The artwork on the chest depicts colonial Newcastle and the
surrounding areas.

pardon by

Pardons reduced the sentence a convict was required to serve.
In the early years of the colony the Governor had the power
to grant free pardons and conditional pardons as rewards for
good behaviour, for special skills or for undertaking special
responsibilities

thatched

A roof covered with straw, reeds or palm leaves *
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parish map

A map which shows a district which has its own church and
clergyman *

chief constable

The head of the police force of a county or other region

ORIGINAL DENSE BRUSH FORESTS AS REMEMBERED…
anonymous

Having no name given*

radiating

To spread out like rays from a centre*

brush

Dense brush growing in the riverside forests of Wallis Plains
included large old fig trees, eucalypts and cedar.

foliage

The leaves of a plant*

vast proportions

A very great size

underwood

Small trees and shrubs growing beneath taller timber trees.

futile

Useless and ineffective *

avail ourselves

To make use of

wallaby tracks

A path made by a wallaby, a type of kangaroo type animal

intersected

To cut or divide by passing through or across *

THOMAS BOARDMAN
transported

Sent to another country to live*

life sentence

‘life imprisonment’ means the period of the prisoner’s natural life

re-sentenced

The punishment of a criminal who has re-offended

barracks

The buildings where soldiers live *

lockup

A place of imprisonment

rations

A fixed amount allowed to one person or group *

land holding

A piece of land owned or rented
Also described as wattle and daub

wattle and plaster

Interwoven sticks or twigs covered with mud, used as a building
material *

JOHN SMITH
Shoeblack

A person who cleans the shoes of passers-by for payment

Lancaster quarter sessions

Quarter sessions were local courts traditionally held at four set
times each year in England.

banished

To send away as punishment *

conditional pardon

A man or woman conditionally pardoned became technically free
but could not leave the colony until the expiry of their original
sentence imposed in Britain **

overseer

Supervisor in charge *

allotment

A plot of land rented by an individual
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publican’s licence

Official approval given to a publican, the owner or manager, to run
a hotel

general accommodation

A place where people can live, stay or work

licensed premises

A place which has official permission to serve alcohol

government windmills

A government owned mill for grinding or pumping, worked by the
wind turning a set of arms or sails

census of 1828

The first census of New South wales. The census was an official
counting of all the people who lived in the colony, both convict and
free

ostler

A man employed to look after the horses of people staying at an
inn.

stock keepers

Someone who looks after livestock

emigrants

Some who has left their own country to go to live in another*

dwelling

A building where someone lives

structures

Something that has been built or constructed*

leased

Land or a building which is being used in return for rent

scoundrel

A wicked or dishonourable person*

vagabond

A person without a permanent home who moves from place to
place

gentility

Compassion, softness, gentleness

cultivation

To dig the soil for planting and growing*

outbuildings

A building separate from but associated with a main building

JOHN CAHILL
assigned

A man or woman convict whose services were assigned for a
certain period, under certain conditions to a private master or
mistress

landholder

A person who owns land or a property

government herd

A large group of animals (livestock) owned by the government

next of kin

Your nearest relation or relations *

administer

To run or have charge of *

heirs

Someone who inherits a dead person’s money, property or title *

a crown grant of increased size

A grant of land from the government

allotments

A plot of land rented by an individual

JOHN ECKFORD
harbour pilot

Someone who steers a ship into or out of a harbour.

title to the land

A legal certificate stating ownership of a property

vegetation

The whole plant life of a particular area *

bestowed

To present an honour, right, or gift.
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Also described as wattle and daub
wattle and plaster

Interwoven sticks or twigs covered with mud, used as a building
material *

substantial

Large or solid*

squatting leases

pioneering squatters

In Australian history, a squatter was someone who occupied
a large tract of Crown land in order to graze livestock. From
1836 laws were passed to allow squatting with grazing for ten
pounds per year. This fee was for a lease of the land, rather than
ownership, which is what the squatters wanted. The 1847 land
was divided into settled, intermediate and unsettled areas, with
pastoral leases of one, eight and 14 years for each category
respectively. From here on, squatters were able to purchase parts
of their land, as opposed to just leasing it.
First explorers who lived without permission in a place they didn’t
own
A squatter was someone who used and lived on a land they didn’t
own in order to graze animals. Often they gained its use by being
the first (and often the only) Europeans in the area. A squatter was
typically a man and/or an ex-convict (some squatters were poor
free people or women but this is rare ).

pastoralists

Someone who farms land suitable for grazing livestock

frame and wattle barn

A barn built of poles, intertwined with trigs, reeds or branches

tender

An offer, as of payment or to do a job for a certain price *

constable

A police officer of the lowest rank *

pound keeper

Someone in charge of a pound, a place where animals are
sheltered or kept, especially if they are homeless *

EARLY SETTLEMENT OF NEWCASTLE AND THE HUNTER VALLEY
isolated

Separated or apart*
Political prisoners made up a small proportion of convicts. They
arrived in waves corresponding to political unrest in Britain and
Ireland.

political prisoners
A convict uprising at Castle Hill in 1804 consisted of many Irish
political prisoners – some were banished to Coal River, as the
Hunter River was then known
inhospitable environment
military detachment
civil servant

A place which has an unfavourable conditions (ie climate)
A military unit separated from the main ‘parent’ unit, often for a
special purpose
Someone who is employed by the government that has to do with
citizens or the people

cultivate

To dig the soil for planting and growing*

tenant at will

A tenant that can be evicted without notice
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An area of public land lawfully given to someone by the
government

grant

Governor Phillip, in his Instructions dated 25 April 1787, had the
power to grant land to emancipists (An emancipist was any of the
convicts sentenced and transported to Australia, who had been
given conditional or absolute pardons.Each male was entitled to
30 acres, an additional 20 acres if married, and 10 acres for each
child with him in the settlement at the time of the grant.

rehabilitation

To help return to normal activities*

MARY HUNT
shrewsbury assizes

The courts of assize, or assizes were criminal courts held at regular
intervals around England and Wales until 1972. The Shrewsbury
assize was a criminal court held in Shrewsbury.

transportation

To send to another country to live *
Also described as wattle and daub

wattle and plaster

Interwoven sticks or twigs covered with mud, used as a building
material *

skillions

A part of a building having a lower, sloping roof

frontage

Land facing a road, river or shore

leased

To give or have use of a written agreement which gives someone
the right to use land or live in a building in return for rent *

subdivided

To divide again into smaller divisions, especially land *

barter

To trade by swapping food and other goods instead of using
money *

hogsheads

A hogshead is a large cask of liquid

outskirts

The outer parts of a town or city

census

conditional pardon

tickets of leave

An official counting of all the people who live in a place or country
*
A conditional pardon (which could be withdrawn) was given for
good conduct (including helping
capture escaped convicts, etc.) The ‘condition’ was that the exconvict must to remain in Australia
for the remainder of their sentence.
Tickets of leave were granted before the sentence expired. It freed
convicts to seek employment under a master or to seek their own
work. It obliged them to report each month to the local Resident
Magistrate. They were not permitted to leave the district allocated
without permission and a pass **

Good behaviour meant that convicts rarely served their full term
and could qualify for a Ticket of Leave, Certificate of Freedom,
Conditional Pardon or even an Absolute Pardon.
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obituary

A notice, usually in a newspaper, saying that someone has
died and which often includes a short account of their life and
achievements*

testimony

The statement of a witness under oath to tell the truth *

LACHLAN MACQUARIE
prosecute

To accuse before a court of law *

gig

A light, two wheeled carriage pulled by one horse *

confluence

The junction of two rivers, especially rivers of approximately equal
width

cultivated

To dig the soil for planting and growing *

quitted

To give up or leave *

thro’

Short for through

grazing

To feed on growing grass *

cultivation

To cultivate is to prepare land to grow something or to nurture and
cause growth

indifferent land

Land of an average quality

GEORGE MITCHELL
vessel

A ship or boat *

constable

A police officer of the lowest rank *

surveyors inventory

A list or map showing land ownership

wattle-built barn

A barn built of poles, intertwined with trigs, reeds or branches
Also described as wattle and daub

wattle and plaster

Interwoven sticks or twigs covered with mud, used as a building
material *

cider

A drink , sometimes containing alcohol, made from apples*

Census of 1828
free by servitude
title

An official counting in 1828 of all the people who lived in the
colony
Convicts transported to New South Wales before the 1840s often
found themselves hired out in a form of contract labour
A legal certificate stating ownership of a property

THE WALLIS PLAINS SETTLER FROM 1818
surveyor

Someone who’s job it is to take surveys, to find out the form and
boundaries of land by measuring*

colonial offence

Subject to punishment; legally punishable

VOCABULARY
boundary
carpenter
colonist
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A dividing line or limit*
Someone who makes things out of wood and puts up wooden
parts of a building*
Someone who belongs to a colony which is group of people who
leave their home and form a settlement in a new land *

colony
community

A group of people who leave their home and form a settlement in
a new land *
A large or small group of people who live near each other and
share common interests *

constable

A police officer of the lowest rank *

convict

Someone who has been found guilty of a crime*

corps

A unit of soldiers*

criminal

Someone who is guilty of a crime*

Crown Land

European land settlement commenced in 1788 when Governor
Phillip claimed possession of the land for a penal colony on behalf
of the British Government. All lands were vested in the name of
the Crown, thus the name Crown lands.

descendants

Offspring*

Emancipist
emigrant
establishment
estate
felon
free man
free settler
governor

An emancipist was any of the convicts sentenced and transported
to Australia, who had been given conditional or absolute pardons.
Someone who has left their own country to go and live in another
*
To settle *
An area of land in the country , especially a large and valuable one
*
Someone who has committed a serious crime such as murder or
burglary *
A person who possesses and enjoys all the rights belonging to the
people under a government
A settler who emigrated to Australia through choice, rather than
being transported as a convict
The representative of the King or Queen in a state of the
Commonwealth of Australia *
An area of public land lawfully given to someone by the
government

grant

Governor Phillip, in his Instructions dated 25 April 1787, had the
power to grant land to emancipists (An emancipist was any of the
convicts sentenced and transported to Australia, who had been
given conditional or absolute pardons.Each male was entitled to
30 acres, an additional 20 acres if married, and 10 acres for each
child with him in the settlement at the time of the grant.

magistrate

Someone who acts as a judge in some less important court cases *

military

Having to do with soldiers *

officer
pioneer
pound keeper
servant

Someone who holds a rank in the army, navy, airforce or police
force *
Someone who first explores an area, going ahead of others and
opening the way for them *
Someone in charge of an animal pound where stray livestock
would be kept in a dedicated enclosure until claimed by their
owners, or sold to cover the costs of impounding
Someone who works for or is in the service of someone else *
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settler

Someone who settles in a new country *

successor

Someone or something that comes after and takes the place of *

tenant at will

A tenant that can be forced out without notice

yeoman

A free man holding and cultivating a small landed estate

adjoining

Next to a building, room, or piece of land

appoint

To choose for special duties *

biography

The story of a person’s life, written by someone else *

capital punishment

Punishment by death *

civil

Having to do with the government *

colonial

A settlement in a new land ruled by the parent country*

command

To order or direct, usually with the right to be obeyed *

commission

An order, direction or particular duty, given by someone who is in
charge *

edicts

An order given by a ruler or someone else in authority *

exile

To force to leave your home or country *

exploration

To travel over an area to discover things or places *

felony

A serious crime such as murder or burglary *

foundation

The founding or setting up of something *

marine

Having to do with the sea *

pardon

Forgiveness, especially for a crime *

penal

Having to do with the punishment of crimes *

proclamation

To announce publicly*

punishment

To make suffer in some way because of wrong doing *

rations

A fixed amount allowed to one person or group *

reform

To improve by changing what is wrong or bad *

reprimand

A scolding or rebuke, especially from someone in charge *

sentence

The punishment of a criminal *

settlement

Permanent or temporary community in which people live or have
lived

settler

Someone who settles in a new country *

survey

To find out the form and boundaries of land by measuring*

theft

The act or crime of stealing *

title

The legal right to own property or a certificate stating this *

treason

The crime of betraying your country such as by for spying for
another country *

tribunal

A court of justice, or a place where judgements are made *
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barracks

The buildings where soldiers live *

commercial

Having to do with commerce *

cottage

A small one storey house *

cultivation

To dig the soil for planting and growing *

glebe

The granting of glebes to an Anglican parish followed English
tradition where clergymen received land in order to partly support
themselves by farming.

grain

A small hard seed of one of the cereal plants *

Green Hills

gunner

Horseshoe Bend

junction

‘Green Hill’ located at Morpeth was named in 1801 by a boat
exploration party led by Lieut Colonel William Paterson.
Until Australia became a Federation in 1901, NSW was responsible
for the defence of its own colony.From 1788 until 1870 this was
done with British regular forces. A gunner belonged to an artillery
unit.
In 1832, Horseshoe Bend was described as ‘thick brush’. Around
this time, it was divided into small agricultural allotments, then
later into residential lots through the 1800’s. It is named from the
horseshoe shape of the Hunter River which wrapped around its
edges before the river changed course in a major 1893 flood.
The place where two or more things, especially roads or railway
tracks meet or cross*

labourer

Someone who is employed to do hard or tiring work*

lease

Written agreement which gives someone the right to use land or
live in a building in return for rent*

maize

A tall cereal plant with heads of yellow grain *

transportation

To send to another country to live *

wattle

Rods or twigs interwoven and used for fences, walls or roofs *

Glebe cemetery

Macquarie

Maitland

Morpeth

A rare town burial ground on land which was set aside in 1829. It is
located in East Maitland with distant views across the Wallis Creek
flood plains and has 200 known burials dating between 1829 and
1892.
From 1810 to 1821, Lachlan Macquarie (1762–1824) ruled the
New South Wales colony as governor.
The area of Maitland (formerly known as Wallis Plains and West
Maitland) was settled by farmers from the early 1800’s. It was
originally unplanned, and only grew as landholders subdivided
their properties. By 1835 it grown so much, it was proclaimed as
a town. By the late 1800’s it had grown into the main commercial
and transport centre north of Sydney, being at the centre of a rich
rural and coal mining region.
Morpeth is a historic riverport town, settled by Europeans from
early 1800s. Known by its Aboriginal name “Illalung” Morpeth was
part of a land grant made to Lieutenant Edward Charles Close by
Governor Brisbane in 1821.

Newcastle

Formerly known as Coal River Newcastle was the beginning of the
Hunter Valleys European and convict History.

parish

A district which has its own church and clergyman *
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Paterson Plains
plaster
Shamrock Hill

Wallis Plains

Shanks Forest Plains

Coal River

An area of early European settlement on the Paterson River
A thick mixture of lime, sand and water, used to cover walls and
ceilings *
Located between Maitland and Kurri Kurri, Shamrock Hill was an
area where coal was mined in the 1800’s
Wallis Plains was an early area of settlement named by Governor
Macquarie in 1818 in honour of Captain Wallis. It was described in
1827 as a ‘low flooded forest’. In 1835 Wallis Plains was officially
recognised as West Maitland.
Wallis Plains convict farms were located along the Hunter River
and Wallis Creek from approximately Raworth to Elgin Street,
Maitland.
The first official name of the Wallis Plains area was Shanks Forest
Plains in 1801, named after the designer of Lady Nelson, the ship
carrying the 1801 party which explored the Hunter River and
Maitland area.
Now known as the Hunter River, and Newcastle, Coal River was
declared in 1804 as a destination for exile and severe punishment
of political prisoners and other convicts found guilty of additional
crimes in the colony.

*Macquarie Primary Dictionary Australia’s Primary Dictionary 2010
**http://members.iinet.net.au/~perthdps/convicts/glossary.html
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THE CONVICT SETTLEMENT AT
HUNTER’S RIVER (NEWCASTLE)
During 1819-1920 John Thomas Bigge visited Australia to conduct a report to the British
Government on the Australian colonies. The Government was becoming increasingly
concerned at the cost of the colonies and beginning to doubt the effect of transportation
of convicts to the colony as a deterrent to crime. During those two years Bigge visited
Newcastle and the following is part of his report on the ‘Settlement of Hunter’s River’.
The reports were published in 1822 and 1823 and the originals are deposited at the
Public Record Office, London. They were copied by James Bonwick in the late 19th
century and the microfilm copies are at the Mitchell Library, Sydney.

Memorial to the convicts at Newcastle
in the background
Customs House (centre) and the Paymasters Cottage (right)
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J.T. Bigge, ‘Settlement of Hunter’s River’
Having now observed upon the state of crimes and punishments inflicted by the
magistrates upon the convict population of New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land, I
think it a more convenient opportunity in this place, to afford your Lordship some
iinformation respecting the settlement at Hunter’s River, otherwise called Coal River.
Upon the evacuation of Norfolk Island, which, at an early period of the Colony,
was the first place to which convicts were sent by way of punishment for offences
committed within the Colony, the importance of Hunter’s River, as a place of secondary
punishment, became more fully known. Previous to that time it had been resorted to as
an establishment for procuring a supply of coals and timber for the demand of
government and of individuals, who were allowed to resort thither in vessels of their own,
and to purchase timber at the rate of three pence per superficial foot, and coals at the
rate of 10s. per ton.
By the tenor of the instructions given by Governor Macquarie to Major Morisset,
the present commandant, and dated the 24th December 1818, it would appear that the
exclusive supply of the same articles to government was considered to be the principal
object of the establishment, and the punishment of the convicts sent thither, to be a
subordinate one. There are, however, full instructions upon both points; and
commendable attention is shown in them to prevent as much as possible the
communication of the prisoners with the crews of vessels that might touch at Port
Hunter, or the introduction of spirits.
Port Hunter is situated in 32 deg. 58 min, south latitude, and 151 deg. 42 min.
east longitude, and 52 miles to the north of Port Jackson. The voyage to and from
thence may be performed in eight hours; but the difficulty of entering the harbour and of
leaving it, in certain periods of the tide, frequently causes a longer detention.
The settlement and town are situated on the slope of a hill, that presents a front
of abrupt sandstone rock towards the sea, gradually receding into a barren clay and
sand towards the interior. The house and residence of the commandant Major Morisset,
is placed in an elevated situation at the end of the principal street, and commands a view
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of the whole town. The houses of the convicts are placed at irregular distances from
each other, but preserve an even line towards the streets, which are well laid out, and
kept in good order.
They are seven in number, and contain altogether 13 houses that belong to
government, and 71 that belong to the prisoners. Having found it necessary to provide
some place of lodging for those prisoners, who either could not easily find it themselves,
or were not to be trusted in the houses of others, Major Morisset lately built a wooden
barrack, containing four apartments for sleeping, and two for messing the convicts.
The greatest advantages have been experienced from this measure, both in the
prevention of nocturnal escapes, and of the bartering of the men’s rations for tobacco
and articles that were not allowed in their government ration.
The building contains two rooms, in which there are double rows of cribs, and
each of these three men sleep. The dimension of these cribs are four feet three inches
by six feet. There are also two sheds, one of which contains 24 berths, and the other 18,
all of the same dimensions as in the other rooms, affording altogether accommodation
for 246 men. The remainder of the convicts either possess houses of their own, or obtain
lodgings by the performance of domestic labour for the owners.
An arrangement productive of very beneficial consequences has been pointed
out in the instructions to the commandant, and has since been adopted by him, by virtue
of which every person who applies for permission to build a house becomes responsible
for any lodger quitting the settlement without leave. It is the interest therefore of the
owner of the house to afford information of an intended escape of his inmates, and the
preparations for it are now so well known, that timely precautions and common vigilance
in the constables may generally prevent them.
The hours of labour for the convicts in summer are from five o’clock till eight, from
nine till twelve, and from two to sunset, except on Saturdays, when they have from ten till
four to themselves, and resume their work from four till sunset. The convicts at
Newcastle are mustered four times in the day by the superintendent, who was a free
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man, and formerly a sergeant in the 46th regiment; and if any report is made or suspicion
arise of a robbery or an escape, the convicts are mustered at their own houses.
Constables and overseers are selected from the prisoners who most recommend
themselves; and their pay consists of an increased ration, and sometimes the labour of a
convict. It is stated by the superintendent Evans, that he had no confidence in the
constables, and they connived at the escapes of the prisoners. The labour at Newcastle
consists of the common coarser mechanical operations, that are conducted in a place
called the lumber-yard, and in cutting and procuring logs of wood from a distance of 70
miles in the interior of the country.
Parties are sent upon these expeditions under the supervision of an overseer and
a deputy, and the men are tasked by them to cut and convey to the river a certain
quantity of wood proportioned to the distance and difficulty of procuring it, and subject to
the discretion of the commandant. The logs of wood are then made into rafts and floated
down the river by the tide, huts being made upon them for the protection of the gangs
upon their voyage, which lasts sometimes eight days, but is always uncertain, on
account of the depth of water and current of the river. The parties are sometimes absent
for a month or more upon these expeditions, and carry provisions with them for that
period; and a steel mill for grinding their corn.
Another species of work at the Coal River consists of hewing and raising coal in
one coal mine that is now worked there. Until the year 1817, coal was obtained at this
settlement by a drift made on the sea shore, and level with it, penetrating a seam of coal
that showed itself under the large mass of superincumbent sandstone that forms the
south headland of the entrance to Hunter’s River. The depth of the seam is three feet
and one inch, and it is the same that is now worked by a perpendicular shaft of 111 feet,
and a common windlass turned by the convicts. The water found in the present coal
mine is carried off by the old drift to the sea shore. Twenty seven men are employed in
the working of the mine, and the mouth of the shaft immediately adjoins the offices of the
commandant’s house.
Twenty tons of coals can be raised in one day by the number of men there
employed; and I observed that several could perform their task before the ordinary

4

p 30 | Early Settlers of Wallis Plains

labour of the convicts ceased, but that they were detained at the mouth of the pit, under
a shed, to prevent them from taking advantage of the absence of the other convicts from
their houses, and plundering them. Eight of the miners employed, who hew the coals,
are allowed an extra half ration; and as it is found necessary employ those men who are
expert in this labour, convicts who have been accustomed to it in England are frequently
sent up to the Coal River, direct from Sydney, upon their first disembarkation from the
ships. The height of the pit, in which the coal is worked, is four feet and a half; and the
coals are conveyed in barrows from the point at which are hewn, a distance which in the
month of February 1820 was not less than a hundred yards, to the bottom of the shaft.
The labour in coal mines at Newcastle is found to be prejudicial to the health of
the convicts, on account of the bad air of the mine that they breathe, and the difficulty
that is experienced in clearing it of water. Asthmas, pulmonary and rheumatic
complaints, are those from which the miners most suffer.
The next kind of labour in which the convicts are employed is that of constructing
a breakwater wall, that has received the name of Macquarie Pier; and that is intended to
connect a small island at the mouth of the river with the main land. The object of this
work is to prevent the effect of a cross tide, which in south and south-east winds flows
with rapidity and violence into the regular channel of the river, and throws vessels that
are passing it on the shoals of the northern shore. The work will certainly be useful when
it is finished, but it proceeds very slowly.
The last mode of employment, or rather of punishment, for men who are found to
be refractory, or sent with bad characters from other settlements, is that of collecting
oyster shells and burning them into lime. The place selected for this operation is a
peninsula of low land, that is separated from the settlement of Newcastle by the Hunter’s
River in front, on the eastern side by the sea, and on the western by the large and
spreading inlets of the river. The place of labour is about six miles from Newcastle.
The convicts are lodged in one wooden building, and are guarded by a corporal’s
guard, and superintended by one overseer, who is a convict. Each convict is tasked to
procure a certain quantity of shells, which are found in a loose and rich deposit of sandy
loam that is easily removed. The shells are thrown into heaps, after being disengaged
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from the loam, and burnt into lime with logs of wood. The loading of the boats with lime is
a part of the operation that has been complained of, as on account of the shallowness of
the shore the boats are moored at some little distance, and the lime is carried in baskets
on the shoulders of the convicts and deposited in the boats.
I found that this operation was performed only once a month; but from the spray
of the sea mixing with the lime, and the shoulders of the convicts being without
protection, it sometimes happens that they are slightly burnt. The eyes of the men also
employed in burning lime are affected by the smoke, but not in a greater degree than in
England; and I found that they were in the habit of exposing themselves, unnecessarily,
to the smoke of the lime kilns, that the state of their eye might afford a pretext for their
removal from the settlement. Frequent communications take place between the limeburners station and Newcastle, and the nature of the punishment consists in the removal
of the convicts from their associates, and in the difficulty that they find in obtaining an
increased quantity of food, or in exchanging their rations for tobacco.
The allowance of food to the convicts at Newcastle consists of eight pounds of
wheat and four pounds of salt pork, or seven pounds of salt beef or mutton per week.
Many complaints were made to me of the insufficiency of this ration, and some well
grounded complaints of its bad quality, which arose from the causes already adverted to,
the bad packing and curing the salt beef and mutton from Van Dieman’s Land, and the
bad curing of the salt pork from Otaheite. The want of a mill to grind flour (the occasion
of loss of labour to government, and real privation to the convicts) was at last supplied by
the establishment of a windmill that had been begun and built by Major Morisset, the
present commandant, whose attention was no sooner drawn to the necessity of such a
building than he began with the sanction of Governor Macquarie, to undertake it.
In the month of February 1820, the stone work was completed; and seeing the
obvious necessity for quickly completing the other parts of so useful a work, I requested
of the chief engineer, on my return from the Coal River, that no unnecessary delay might
take place in completing the iron work, which could only be executed and cast in the
lumber-yard at Sydney. This, however, had to compete with the iron work supplied to the
mill of Mr. W. Hutchinson, the principal superintendent of convicts, and his partner at
Sydney. I found upon inquiry that the iron work for them was executed in the months of
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February and April of the year 1820, and that the iron work for the mill at Coal River was
not received there until the 11th and 26th April, and 2nd May. The windmill at Newcastle is
now finished and well placed, and in a strong wind is capable of grinding 10 bushells of
wheat in an hour.
Major Morisset was so much impressed with the advantages of messing the
convicts to prevent gambling and plunder of each others rations, that he has adopted
that system whenever he could find it practicable, and as I perceived that they frequently
ate their whole ration of meat at one meal, and that it was the opinion of free persons
who had been living in the settlement, that the ration of flour and meat, with the small
allowance of vegetables that the convicts could procure, was not sufficient for their
support in hard work in such a climate, I recommended to Major Morisset to apply to
Governor Macquarie for an allowance of the meal of maize at breakfast, which has since
been adopted with considerable advantage; and the convicts are enabled to reserve a
part of their ration of meat for their supper. The want of clothing and bedding for the
convicts at the Coal River was great during the period of my visit, and partook more
largely, but justly, of the general want of clothing that was experienced at that time
throughout the colony.
The punishment for offences committed at the Coal River consists of work in the
chain gang, and flogging inflicted with more severity than at other settlements.
Upon the arrival of Captain Wallis of the 46th regiment, in January 1817, to take
command, the labour of the convicts was slight and the discipline relaxed. The
regulations that he introduced were effectual in reforming both, and he had recourse, in
the first instance, to considerable severity of punishment to restore and maintain them;
during the period of his command the overseers were allowed to strike the convicts with
sticks, which at present they are not permitted to do. By the tenor of the orders that he
first issued, Captain Wallis appears to have tried the effect of intimidation, and
denounced certain re-capture or death from the black natives to those convicts who
attempted to make their escape; by these means he succeeded in diminishing the
number of their attempts, but they still continue to be made notwithstanding the failures
that attend most of them, and the miserable and emaciated state, after having been out
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three weeks in the woods, and living upon snakes and grubs, or roots of shrubs; and
those who are capture and brought back to Newcastle are also greatly reduced.
The native blacks that inhabit the neighbourhood of Port Hunter and Port
Stephens have become very active in retaking the fugitive convicts. They accompany the
soldiers who are sent in pursuit, and by the extraordinary strength of sight that they
possess, improved by their daily exercise of it in pursuit of kangaroos and opossums,
they can trace to a great distance, with wonderful accuracy, the impressions of the
human foot. Nor are they afraid of meeting the fugitive convicts in the woods, when sent
in their pursuit, without soldiers; by their skill in throwing their long and pointed wooden
darts they wound and disable them, strip them of their clothes, and bring them back as
prisoners, by unknown roads and paths, to the Coal River.
They are rewarded for these enterprises by presents of maize and blankets, and
notwithstanding the apprehensions of revenge from the convicts whom they bring back,
they continue to live in Newcastle and its neighbourhood, but are observed to prefer the
society of the soldiers to that of the convicts.
Severe flogging, when they are in a state to bear it, is the punishment inflicted for
the offence of escape, or as it is termed, running; and I observed two instances where
some very deep lacerations of the back and shoulders had been made in the infliction of
this punishment. The number of lashes given is not so great as is usual in military
punishments, but they are inflicted with more severity.
The number of prisoners punished in the year 1819 amounted to 91, and out of
these 34 were punished for attempting to make their escape from the settlement.
Considering the character of the prisoners who are sent to this settlement, the crimes for
which they received punishment in 1819 are not of a heinous nature. Three convicts,
however, were sent to Sydney on charges of murder, and were convicted. Major
Morisset felt convinced that except for the offence of escape to other settlements, he
should have very little occasion to resort to punishments after he had succeeded in
constructing places of confinement during the night for the worst men, and affording
separate houses for those who were well conducted.
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In the year 1818, Governor Macquarie gave permission to Captain Wallis to place
a certain number of the convicts, who had conducted themselves well, in some fertile
plains that adjoin Hunter’s River (and that are now called Patterson’s Plains, and Wallis’s
Plains) to cultivate land on their own account, and to hold it during the pleasure of the
government.
Three free persons, consisting of the storekeeper, the assistant surgeon, and the
pilot’s son (and who, with the commandant and the military, form the whole free
population of the settlement of the Hunter’s River) have received grants of land in these
plains, and cultivated a small portion of them; they are at a distance of twenty miles by
land and seventy by water from Newcastle; and I observed that the convict settlers, who
now amount to eleven, frequently brought down with them, maize, butter, poultry and
eggs, which they gave in exchange for tea, sugar, tobacco and cotton goods, that they
procured from the retailers of those articles at Newcastle.
The settlers at the plains are, with the exceptions before stated, all prisoners,
under long sentences, to the Coal River. The land they occupy is very fertile, though it is
subject to the inundations of the river; but the produce of their farms has afforded
temptations for plunder, and employment to the convicts at Newcastle, and the means of
procuring luxuries, which in a place of mere punishment, ought to have been denied. In
this respect the settlement of Newcastle was remarkably adapted to that purpose; the
soil, for several miles near it, is so sterile and poor, that the sheep allowed for the use of
the commandant and the hospital, and the cattle that are employed in the government
teams, are with difficulty supported on the natural grasses; with care and much manure,
vegetables are raised in the government garden, and similar attempts are made in the
small patches of ground that surround some of the convict houses. These natural
disadvantages of soil constitute some of the local advantages for punishment, for they
render hard labour an indispensable condition of existence; and I was much disposed to
think, that the attempt to mingle with the bitterness of punishment the enjoyments of
property, and the luxuriant produce of a fertile soil, was a deviation from that which ought
to have the principal object of the establishment. The exclusion of spiritous liquors has
been very effectually maintained by good regulation and vigilance; and escapes by sea,
or violent attempts to cut out vessels in the harbour, are anticipated, by obliging the
crews to deliver their sails and rudders soon after they anchor.

9

School Education Kit - Teacher’s Manual | p 35

All the convicts are required and made to attend divine service, in the church at
Newcastle, on Sundays, when it is read by one of the officers of the 48th regiment. As the
residence of the chaplain is now completed, the Rev. Mr. Middleton, who arrived in New
South Wales in the year 1820, was appointed to do duty at Newcastle, and was to
proceed thither soon after my departure. A school, for the children of the convicts and
soldiers, was established by Captain Wallis of the 46th regiment, and is continued at
present. The school is kept in the vestry of the church by one of the convicts, who had
suffered the punishment of transportation to the Coal River; and the progress of the
children, as well as their appearance, was very creditable.
I cannot conclude this part of my subject without expressing to your Lordship the
satisfaction that I derived from observing the great attention paid by Major Morisset to
every part of his difficult and disagreeable duty; his vigilance and constant
superintendence of the works; his attention to the complaints of the convicts, his patient
investigation of them, and his efforts to maintain discipline, are equally conspicuous and
successful; although aware of the necessity of inflicting severe punishments, he has
always accompanied them with admonitions, calculated to impress upon the minds of
other convicts his reluctance to resort to severity; except upon occasions where it was
obviously required; these occasions have entirely arisen from the imperfect security
against escape that the situation of the place afforded, weakened as it was by the
connivance of the constables, and the daily increasing knowledge of the country that
separates Hunter’s River from the settled districts of New South Wales.
In the punishment of all other crimes Major Morisset has strictly obeyed the
instructions with which he was furnished, and has endeavoured to adapt them to the
characters of several convicts, avoiding corporal punishment where he could, and
endeavouring to prevent the commission of crime, by taking away temptations to it. The
good judgement of this officer has been no less conspicuous in the public works that he
had conducted, by directing the means that he possessed to the accomplishment of
objects that were immediately required for the purposes of the establishment, and
attending to the solidity and durability of their constructions, rather than to their
ornamental effect.
Bigge’s Report of the Commissioner of Inquiry into the state of the Colony of New South
Wales [London] 1822.
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BUILDINGS COMPLETED AT NEWCASTLE
1818

Church
Hospital
Gaol
House and garden at the riverside for the Commandant

1819

Commandant’s house repaired, enlarged and improved
Surgeon’s quarter
Officer’s quarter
Workhouse and blacksmiths
Forge
Pier building [pier in process of construction]

1820

Windmill
Parsonage House

Return showing the number of Government and Private Cottages and
Public Buildings on the settlement at Newcastle, 1820
George Street
Macquarie Street
St Patrick Street
Cowper Street
York Street
Wellington Street
Wallis Hill
Beach Side

Government
4
4
3
1
1

Private
12
14
7
6
7
13
8
4

Public Buildings
Church
Government House
Parsonage House
Subaltern’s Quarters
Assistant Surgeon’s Quarters
General Hospital
Gaol
Military Barracks
Main Guard (House)

Commissariat Store
Superintendents’s House
And Store
Watch House
Convict Barracks
Carpenter’s Shop
Smiths Shop
Signal House
Farm Cottage
Boat Shed: Lime Shed: 3 small
cottages
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Return showing the various public buildings erected, completed and
thoroughly repaired, at Newcastle, from 1st January 1820 to the 1st January
1821.
Buildings erected
Miller’s cottage, with out houses for
grinding with steel mills
Cookhouse at General Hospital and
Military Hospital
Gaol
A range of well bricked saw pits,
Military Barracks at Patersons Plains
new line 285 feet long
Weatherboarded shed and shingled
Military Barracks at Limeburners
roof
Hut for the Commandant’s boat crew
fitted up with berths
New Subaltern’s Quarters

Buildings commenced in
1819 completed in 1820
Parsonage
Wind Mill

Buildings having undergone
a thorough repair
Military Barracks ceiled shingled
and new verandah
Boats crew hut formerly old
Smiths forge fitted up with berths

Prisoners Barrack since bricknogged
Church entirely new ceiled.
this and fitted up with berths, tables
Commissariat store shingled.
And benches
Boats Built
One 30 feet keel 9 feet beam, burthen 10 tons
One 31 feet keel 11 feet beam, burthen 14 tons
Sundry working boats stripped and fresh planked

Lumber yard enclosed with close log fence 11 feet high and two pair of folding
gates 12 ft. wide, length of yard 330 feet, width 150 feet.
The quarter formerly occupied by the subaltern officers, is now the residence of
the Colonial Asst. Surgeon, and the quarter vacated by him is converted into a
lying in hospital for convict women.
J. T. Morisset

Commandant.
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PERSONNEL OF SETTLEMENT
Statement of the Settlement of Newcastle on 15 January 1820
Civil Department

Commandant
Storekeeper
Superintendent
Woman

1
1
1
1

Military Department

Lieutenants
Assistant Surgeon
Sergeants
Corporals
Privates
Women
Children

2
1
3
4
77
10
12

Settlers

Men
Women
Children

12
6
8

Prisoners

Men
Women
Children

677
6
5

Sick

Men
Women
Children

24
3
1
____
845½

Number on full rations, victualled
Number off the store

Men
Women
Children

7
21
26

Weeks of Provisions
In store

Beef
Pork
Mutton
Wheat
Flour

1
5
1
10
½

(signed) J.T. Morisset, Commandant
Note: Women received half rations and children quarter rations. On this basis total
should be 845 fully victualled.
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List containing the number of Superintendents, Clerks, Overseers,
Constables, &c, &c, at Newcastle with their Salaries and Allowances.
January 1819
No
1
1
1
1
1
14
2
2
11
7
1
1

Principal Superintendent
Overseer of Miners
Commandant’s Clerk
Superintendent’s Clerk
Chief Constable
Constables on Settlement
Bush Constables
District Constables
Overseers
Overseers
Pilot
Gaoler

Salary
p.a.
£50
20

No. of Government
Extra Ration
men allowed
2 men
1 man
½ a week extra
1 man
“
“
1 man
“
“
“
“
1 man to each
“
“
1 man
“
1 man
“

Note: Norfolk Island remained as a penal settlement until 1813 and up till then the
population of Newcastle was around 100. By the time Bigge arrived and visited the
Colony the population of convicts 1819 was around 700.
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Early Settlement of Newcastle and the Hunter Valley
The Newcastle penal settlement was established in 1804 to provide an isolated destination for
political prisoners and convicts found guilty of crimes in the colony as it provided ‘harsh physical
work in an inhospitable environment for the prisoners’.
By 1810 the population of the Newcastle penal colony was made up of a military detachment of one
lieutenant, three sergeants and 21 rank and file soldiers; one civil servant, 46 male convicts, 16
women and 12 children.5 However, following Governor Macquarie’s arrival in the colony, the
population of the Newcastle settlement continued to grow steadily and by 1817 the convict
population had reached 394 men and 46 female convicts.
In 1812 Governor Macquarie visited Newcastle and set out by boat to sail up the Paterson River to
visit the timber camps. Following this visit a few reliable convicts and free men were permitted to
cultivate land at Paterson Plains to increase the agricultural production and livestock numbers in
order for the colony to become self- sufficient in food. This settlement became the first successful
European–style agriculture carried out in the Hunter Valley.
Following the success of the Paterson River settlement Macquarie approved the establishment of
another farming project along the Hunter River and Wallis creek at Wallis Plains. Another selection
of people was made and each was told that he could establish farming on a 30-acre portion of land
as a ‘tenant at will’, with Macquarie’s promise of an eventual grant of that extent if by good conduct
they were deserving of it. All those who fulfilled the farming obligations were permitted to remain
on their farms and eventually they received considerably more than 30 acres each. Macquarie
believed in the rehabilitation of the convicts stemming from the farming and trading opportunity
given them.

View of Newcastle. c. 1817-1818. From the Album of sketches of Captain James
Adapted from ‘Bound for Wallis Plains-p12-16. By Cynthia Hunter.
Additional information on the settlement at Newcastle, Paterson Plains and Wallis Plains can be found in the full publication.
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Lachlan Macquarie
Extract from Macquarie’s journal
Governor Macquarie described the country in his Journal on 30th July 1818 :-

'Thursday 30th. July. Got up at Day-break and Breakfasted immediately so as to
prosecute our Journey up the River. At 10 a.m. we arrived in the Gig at Point
Reception, and at the confluence of the 2d. & 3d. Branches of the River. -- We
proceeded up this Branch to the Farms some time since permitted by me to be
occupied by 6 well behaved Convicts and two Free men. Arrived at the first
Farm (young Tucker's) at 1/2 past 11 o'clock, distant about 9 miles from Point
Reception, where we landed and walked about for some little time examining
the improvements and nature of the Soil, which last is most excellent. We then
proceeded to view the rest of the Farms on both sides of this beautiful River -finding the soil of all of them very good -- and much more ground cleared &
cultivated than I had any idea of. -- After we had explored most of the Farms,
we quitted the Boat entirely and walked across the Country to the 3d. Branch -leaving orders with the Gig to meet us next day at Reception Point on our way
back. -- The Country between the two Rivers thro' which we travelled was
principally fine open Forest Land, very fit for grazing but not for cultivation but
we also passed through some very close thick Brush Country and indifferent
land. '

Reference: Journeys in Time
http://www.lib.mq.edu.au/all/journeys/1818/1818.html
Further journal entries can be found at this site (Macquarie University) and the
State Library of NSW
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THE WALLIS PLAINS SETTLERS, FROM 1818
The Wallis Plains convict farms were located along the Hunter River and Wallis Creek from Raworth
to the western end of West Maitland near Elgin Street.
In 1823, when Surveyor Dangar first inspected and measured the land occupied by this farming
community, the total area in their possession was 817 acres most of which was cleared and used for
agriculture or livestock. The total value of improvements was estimated at £664 10s.
The principal convict settlers occupying these farms were Richard Martin (Martyn), George Mitchell,
Patrick Riley (Reilly), John Allen, John Smith, Thomas Boardman, John Cahill, William Jones, Patrick
Maloney and Mary Hunt. William O’Donnell came to the colony as a free man and may have been
found guilty of a colonial offence before being sent to Newcastle. His age then was about 75 years.
John Eckford was an exception. He was a free youth, son of convict parents and born in the colony. A
few of these pioneers have known descendants, and some
have provided entries in the Maitland Family History Circle’s pre-1900 Pioneer Register.
The lives and achievements of a few of these people, for example John Smith and Mary Hunt, have
captured the imagination of generations of authors and readers while little is known about others,
especially those who died in the early years of the settlement. The brief biographies provide an
introduction to the members of this unusual community - the first settlers of Maitland.

Lower Hunter landscape looking towards Sugar Loaf Mountain.
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Original Dense Brush Forests as remembered….
In December 1821 Macquarie made a last visit to the Hunter River settlements prior to his return to
England. One of his last acts was to send 20 convicts to Newcastle to be assigned as labourers to the
convict settlers already established. The extra workers would have been put to many tasks including
further land clearing and stump removal.
The extent of such work was recalled many years later when in the 1870s an anonymous elderly reader
of the Maitland Mercury submitted his boyhood recollections of the Maitland district in the 1820s for
publication (28/07/1877). These memories included the state of the dense brush forests, which then
covered the greater portion of the lower Hunter district. He wrote:
Magnificent indeed was their appearance. Gigantic gum trees towered far and away above all
others, and spread their radiating and mighty limbs far and wide like umbrellas over the green
ocean of lovely foliage. And less lofty, but still imposing and inconceivably beautiful were the fig
trees, which in many instances were of enormous size, and covered an immense space. The whole
of the large cedar trees had long disappeared but the huge stumps remained as evidence of their
vast proportions. All attempts to describe accurately the character of the underwood would be
futile. So thickly did the timber grow that it was often very difficult to proceed, and we were glad to
avail ourselves of the wallaby tracks, which intersected the brushes in various directions. The
strongest winds failed to disturb the calm which ever
existed in them.

The ‘dense brush’ growing in the riverside forests included large old trees such as this fig, also eucalypts and
cedar. Felling these giants and removing the stumps using tools of the early 1800s was a Herculean task for
the pioneer settlers.
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Size of farms
Crops grown
Produce
Livestock
Tools/machinery
Markets- where, how

Day to day life

Challenges faced

Education
Other

A Farmers Life - Then and Now!
Then

Now
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Map called 'Allotments at Morpeth 1823'showing the Wallis Plains farms
when first chartered and measured by Henry Dangar, about 1823
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Modem map of the Parish of Maitland underlies the 'Allotments at Morpeth 1823 'map and
provides an idea of the extent of the Wallis Plains settlement compared with land use
today
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Vocabulary List for ‘ Maitland’s Convict Settlers’
The following lists may be useful for vocabulary work when studying the Early settlers.

boundary

adjoining

barracks

carpenter

appoint

commercial

colonist

biography

cottage

colony

capital punishment

cultivation

community

civil

glebe

constable

colonial

grain

convict

command

grant

corps

commission

Green Hills

criminal

edicts

gunner

descendants

exile

Horseshoe Bend

emigrant

exploration

junction

establishment

felony

labourer

estate

foundation

lease

felon

marine

maize

free man

pardon

transportation

free settler

penal

wattle

governor

proclamation

Glebe cemetery

grant

punishment

Macquarie

magistrate

rations

Maitland

military

reform

Morpeth

officer

reprimand

Newcastle

pioneer

sentence

parish

pound keeper

settlement

Paterson Plains

servant

survey

plaster

settler

theft

Shamrock Hill

successor

title

Wallis Plains

tenant at will

treason

yeoman

tribunal
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Some statistics from the Census taken in November
1828, ten years after the occupation of Wallis Plains
This data, for the Hunter’s River and Port Stephens districts, was contained in a Government
Notice published for general information by the Colonial Secretary on 25 September 1829.
Males (free)
343 male above 12 years of age, came free
42 males under 12 years of age, came free
63 males above 12 years of age, born in the
colony
114 males under 12 years of age, born in the
colony

Female (free)
134 female above 12 years of age, came free
45 females under 12 years of age, came free
42 females above 12 years of age, born in the
colony
137 females under 12 years of age, born in
the colony

Males (convict)
351 males, free by servitude
45 males, pardoned
1808 males, bond

Female (convict)
49 females, free by servitude
2 females, pardoned
50 females, bond

Total 766 (562 ‘free’ and 2204 of convict
connection)

Total 459 (358 ‘free’ and 101 of convict
connection)

Overall total: 3225 (920 ‘free’ and 2305 of convict connection)

These figures indicate that in 1828 the Hunter River and Port Stephens area was
populated by 2204 males and 101 females of convict background. Ten years after their
placement at Wallis Plains the 1818 convict farmer group and their families made up
only a very small proportion of the population.
Convicts working in road and bridge building gangs were held at Wallis Plains (Road
Gang 23 and Bridge Party 16), Wollombi (55) and Newcastle (39). Convicts were also
counted at Newcastle Hospital (25), Barracks (158), and Gaol (16).
Residing at Wallis Plains were about 120 Aboriginal people made up of 50 men, 35
women and 35 children while at Paterson’s Plains there were 54 Aboriginal men, 47
women and 31 children, a total of 136 people belonging to three tribes called the Old
Settlers Tribe, Williams River Tribe and Mount Johnston Tribe. About 300 native people
occupied the Luskintyre and Patrick’s Plains area.
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KWL Chart
What I want to Know - W

What I Learnt-L

Before you begin your research, list details in the first two columns. Fill in the last column after completing your research.

What I Know- K
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Convict Research

NAME:

Name/s of convict:
Male or female:
When were they born?

When did they die?

Where?

Where?

Crime committed:

Where:

When:

Sentence:

Date of arrival in Australia:
Name of ship:
Crimes committed in Australia: if any
Family: Married?

Children? Widowed?

Occupation/s:

Roles, positions, profession, trade

Land Allocation:
Where?
Size?
When?
Crops/produce:

Major events in their life and other information you find interesting

Legacy: Is there any record of their life left in Maitland today i.e. buildings, street names, structures, bridges

School Education Kit - Teacher’s Manual | p 53

285 - 287 High Street
Maitland NSW 2320
t 02 4934 9700
f 02 4933 3209
info@maitland.nsw.gov.au
maitland.nsw.gov.au

