city council news
Outdoor dining at The Riverlink.

ENJOY MORE OUTDOORS THIS SUMMER
With the weather warming up, it’s a great time of year
to enjoy alfresco dining. Whether you love watching the
world go by, or people watching, it is always a treat to
have a meal outdoors.
For our local businesses, outdoor dining can be a great
way to provide space for customers and ensure a
COVID Safe environment.
Happily, the NSW Government and Maitland City
Council are making it easier for businesses to use public
space for outdoor dining. In November 2020, Council
resolved to adopt a new outdoor dining policy. The
policy simplifies the application process for businesses,
and the permit is now free of charge.
Maitland is also trialling the extension of this policy to
include small bars and pubs. Existing pubs and small
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bars will no longer have to submit a development
application to Council for outdoor dining where alcohol
is served. This trial, which aligns with pilot programs
underway in The Rocks and City of Sydney, will continue
until November 2021.
Interested businesses are welcome to contact Council for
more information by emailing business@maitland.nsw.gov.au
A Morpeth Business Opportunities prospectus
is now available online. As a COVID-19 Response
and Recovery Initiative and accompanying
the Central Maitland prospectus, the Morpeth
prospectus seeks to attract the right business
mix to the already bustling town.
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THE FINAL STAGE OF MAITLAND
REGIONAL SPORTS COMPLEX
KICKS OFF
With the completion and opening of the new Maitland
Regional Athletics Centre in October 2020, Stage 3 of the
Maitland Regional Sports Complex redevelopment has begun.
As part of the final stage of the project, free recreational
areas will be developed, including an exercise circuit track
around the Centre, a new playground, outdoor exercise
facilities along the track and additional amenities.
Maitland Sportsground will also receive additional seating
for spectators, an extension of the field, new lighting and an
LED scoreboard.
The final stage of construction is expected to be completed
in 2021.
To learn more and stay updated about the Maitland Regional
Sports Complex, visit maitland.nsw.gov.au
Mayor Loretta Baker.

Mayor’s Message
In a year made tough by COVID-19, it’s been so
amazing seeing the community being brought back
together in a COVID Safe way here in Maitland
through markets, music, celebrations, sports games
and Christmas.
In our city, that is quickly becoming a hub for
sports and art, there is so much to do this summer.
I’m incredibly excited for ‘Make it Maitland this
Summer’, which is bringing fun and celebrations
that everyone can enjoy all across the city. Make
sure you head to mymaitland.com.au to find out
everything that is happening this summer.
I also want to remind everyone to please continue
to stay COVID Safe over the summer period.
I hope you can spend time with your family and
friends this festive season and I wish you all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Mayor, Cr Loretta Baker
mayor@maitland.nsw.gov.au

Finish line in sight for the completion of the Sports Complex.

LAUNCH OFF QUEENS WHARF
THIS SUMMER
Have you checked out the new and improved Queens Wharf
since the completion of upgraded works in mid-October?
People using the Hunter River over summer can now
enjoy the new and improved facilities at Queens Wharf,
Morpeth. The $1.2 million in upgrades included widening
at the top of the boat ramp, reconstruction and extension
of the existing wharf, enhanced car park works, new
footpaths and general landscaping works.
The new wharf includes three levels providing easier
access for smaller vessels at all tides while still
accommodating the larger vessels that visit Morpeth.
To learn more about the full extent of the works
completed in Stage A of the Queens Wharf Masterplan,
search ‘Queens Wharf’ at maitland.nsw.gov.au

Contact your Councillor
Councillor contact details
can be found by visiting
maitland.nsw.gov.au/councillors
Enjoy some time on the river.

TOP TIPS FOR A HEALTHY LAWN THIS SUMMER
Finding the right recipe to keep your lawn looking lush and green over summer can be a difficult task.
Lucky for Maitland residents, Council’s Coordinator Recreation & Noxious Weeds Brian Worboys, is here to help with
some expert tips.
While everyone’s lawn needs won’t be the same, Brian has suggested four strategies to help keep your lawn healthy.

MOWING

Keep your lawn regularly mown to encourage
your grass to grow horizontally. Regular
mowing will help cover over any bare
areas and produce a nice, dense lawn. By
maintaining a dense coverage, you will also
help reduce the presence of broadleaf weeds.

WATERING

It’s best to water early in the morning or late
in the evening. Don’t water in the middle of
the day. The amount of water your lawn needs
depends on your soil type. Water your lawn to
ensure the moisture reaches the grass’ roots.

BROADLEAF WEEDS

To ensure you don’t kill your lawn, always use
a selective herbicide. Selective herbicides will
remove the broadleaf weeds from your lawn
and not affect your grass. However, always
read the product label and if you are not sure
what the weed is, try to have it identified.

Brian Worboys on caring for
your grass in the hot months.

FERTILISING

Don’t apply fertiliser to wet or dewy foliage as it may burn the grass. Always use the recommended rate of the product, as
over fertilising will result in your lawn being too lush and susceptible to drought stress and disease. Ensure you water your
lawn after you have applied the fertiliser.

IRRIGATION WORK IMPROVES LOCAL SPORTING FIELDS
Across Maitland, various sporting grounds have been
upgraded thanks to irrigation projects which will help
keep sporting clubs’ fields in top condition and reduce the
hours of work required from volunteers to maintain.

See below for a before and after shot of Somerset Sports
Ground at Thornton to see how it has benefited from the
new irrigation system.

Maitland Park, Maitland, A&D Lawrence Oval, Thornton,
Somerset Sports Ground, Thornton and Coronation Oval,
Telarah have all benefited from redeveloped irrigation
systems in 2020 with works on John Wilkinson Sports
Complex, Bolwarra set to commence in December
thanks to a grant secured through the Local Roads and
Infrastructure Program.
Irrigation was installed on automatic timer systems with
moisture sensors in the grounds at all sites, meaning that
the fields can be watered as efficiently as possible and
with the optimum moisture levels for growth.

Before.

With this good growth through summer, the grounds are
more likely to get through the winter dormancy without
too much deterioration or dead spots occurring.
Having these automated systems with moisture sensors
also works within water efficient practices, meaning
irrigating can continue during water restrictions.

After.

Planning applications are moving to the NSW Planning Portal
Maitland is one of the first councils to start using the
NSW Planning Portal, which will soon be mandatory for
all councils across the state. All planning applications
will need to be lodged through the NSW State
Government Portal from 31 December 2020.

Visit planningportal.nsw.gov.au to
access the Portal and find out more.

The new Portal will give more control and transparency
to users over their planning applications.
The Portal will accept the lodgement of certain planning
applications, in particular, development applications
including modifications.
The Portal is operational right now, so you can jump on
to lodge and track your development application online
or have a look. You will need to register a secure login
to access the Portal before you begin.

Services moving online.

Have Your Say
Share your thoughts on important projects and plans
by heading to maitlandyoursay.com.au to sign up to
the mailing list or join the Maitland Your Say Facebook
group. These are two upcoming plans you will soon
be able to provide your input on.

MAITLAND RURAL LANDS STRATEGY 2021-2041
Maitland is well known and loved for its scenic rural
backdrop and a clear plan on how to manage these
areas are a priority for Council. Over the next six months,
Council will be working with external consultants to
produce the Maitland Rural Lands Strategy 2021-2041,
which will critically review current rural land zoning and
trends in local agriculture for future land use.

The Rural Lands Strategy’s goal is to provide a framework
on how rural lands are managed in terms of their value
to the local economy, environment, and the community.

RURAL AND ABORIGINAL HERITAGE STUDY
The Rural and Aboriginal Heritage Study is an exciting
first for Council that will see the surveying and
identification of heritage places in rural areas across the
Local Government Area (LGA). Gaining a greater cultural
understanding of significant sites and landscapes will
help inform better planning processes such that the
rural and cultural identity of the LGA is preserved and
protected.

Maitland’s rural surrounds, image by Paul Foley.
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NEW SPACES TO PLAY AT METFORD
AND THORNTON
Brand new play spaces are taking shape with work at
Willow Drive, Metford now completed and open, and
work at Parkview Terrace, Thornton close to completion.
Council secured $65,000, toward the $130,859 cost for
the Willow Drive play space under the Everyone Can Play
program, which includes new play equipment for all ages
and abilities, and new pathways from the road to the play
space with new centralised, accessible picnic seating.
Council designed the play space following extensive
feedback from residents to provide an attractive and
enticing space that complements the community art
projects along the fences of the play space undertaken
by residents in 2019 and early 2020.
Thornton’s new play space at Parkview Terrace is also
close to completion.
Use the My Neighbourhood section of Council’s website
to find your nearest play space.

Willow Drive’s brand new playspace.

ROAD REDEVELOPMENTS
UNDERWAY
Glenarvon Road Lorn, and Lang Drive Bolwarra Heights
will both be experiencing reconstruction works over the
summer period with plans to reconstruct Glenarvon Road
and widen Lang Drive.
This will create a smoother surface for road users and
increased safety with new line markings, extended room
for vehicles and improved traffic flow.
These follow the roadworks recently completed at Mitchell
Drive and Stronach Avenue, Green Hills.
Works on the roads are expected to be completed by
mid-January 2021.
Update on current roadworks happening around Maitland.

Morpeth Road, East Maitland and Brush Farm Road, Raworth
will also be receiving future road and drainage redevelopments.

SPORTS AMENITIES UPGRADED TO
BE MORE GENDER INCLUSIVE
To further advance the inclusivity of Maitland sporting
grounds and improve opportunities for female
participation in sport, Council has been upgrading
sporting amenities right across the city.
The developments have seen upgrades to the change
room facilities at some of our sporting venues to provide
gender inclusive amenities including works to provide
separate cubicles and toilets and a more comfortable
atmosphere for all.
Sporting venues which received gender inclusive upgrades
in 2019 included Norm Chapman Oval, Rutherford and
Lochinvar Oval, Lochinvar. The program of works has
extended into 2020 with further upgrades to three of our
popular sporting venues including Somerset Oval, Thornton,
Metford Oval, Metford and Shamrock Hill Oval, Ashtonfield.
Work at Fieldsend Oval, Metford is also currently
underway and due for completion in 2021.

Revamped changerooms at Lochinvar Oval.
The upgrades will contribute to a stronger sports
sector in Maitland where women and girls are
valued, recognised and have more equal choices and
opportunities to participate.

WHAT’S ON

‘Make it Maitland this Summer’ is coming to a location
near you.

will include activations that everyone can enjoy, from
eating to relaxing and playing.

Starting in December, the exciting program will see a
mix of smaller activities and activations taking place
throughout the wider Maitland area. The programming

Are you organising a COVID Safe event or activity in
Maitland this summer? Submit your event or activity to be
listed at mymaitland.com.au

CHRISTMAS AT THE LEVEE

Christmas decorations at The Levee.

Bring the family to The Levee this festive season. Free
Santa photos return to The Riverlink Thursday, Friday and
Saturday from 26 November to 19 December with a new
digital QR code based queueing system to make it as easy
as possible, while also ensuring a COVID Safe environment.
Don’t forget to get your entry in for The Levee Car
Giveaway before entries close 19 December 2020.

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
There is so much to do around the city over the
summer holidays, with programs for the kids and
the whole family at a range of Council facilities.
Enjoy workshops at Maitland Libraries, the latest
exhibitions at Maitland Regional Art Gallery, the
mysteries behind the walls of Maitland Gaol and the
fun inflatables and splash pad at our Aquatic Centres
at Maitland and East Maitland. For more information,
visit mymaitland.com.au
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The splash pad at Maitland Aquatic Centre.

Disclaimer: This newsletter has been prepared by
Maitland City Council from information available as at
Friday 20 November 2020. Every effort has been made
to ensure the accuracy of the information herein
however Maitland City Council accepts no responsibility
for any consequences resulting from misdescription or
inadvertent errors.

