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Fletcher’s Flowers
William Fletcher was born at Bellbird in October 1924. A small town in the Hunter region, Bellbird had 
recently experienced the event that would make it famous in the Hunter Valley for decades to come. 
The Bellbird Mine Explosion of September 1923, which claimed the lives of 21 miners and their horses. 
The memory of this disaster would still be loudly echoing in the town of Bellbird, as William grew up 
surrounded by the coal trains and stories of miners lost. Bellbird is hemmed in by railway lines on one 

William from the beginning?  

gouache, and watercolour - capturing  the striking shapes and colours of his subject. 

colours continue to attract admirers and pollinators in equal measure.  

Naming guide

same country.
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NATIVE HIBISCUS – 

of this painting could be referring to the native rosella – . 

delicious trap for bees and honeyeater birds that visit for a drink of nectar and 
leave with a coating of pollen. The tree also produces food for humans too – the 

Another native hibiscus with the same yellow and red patterning is found 
further north – the  or Sea hibiscus. This plant has a dramatic 
one-day life cycle, blooming yellow in the morning, deepening to orange 

TWINING GUINEA FLOWER –    

 comes from George Hibbert, an English 
merchant who – alongside a dedication to the study of Botany and being 

Banksias and other Australian plants.  

 means “toothed” and refers to the jagged shape of 
the leaves. These are visible in William Fletcher’s painting.  

NATIVE FUCHSIA –   

pollen or nectar. The leaves are highly textured, with a surface that looks like 

yellowy-green tips stand out against the textured foliage. 

Before the Europeans arrived, the native fuchsia had its own name. One day 

before live specimens were sent to England. There in the glasshouses of 

 means ‘turned 
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WILD IRIS – 

. In his painting, William Fletcher has captured the plants 

stamens towards the centre of the petals, and the pale, long neck of the 

and disappearing – a short but beautiful life.  

The genus name 

adventures and misadventures, Paterson joined an expedition up the Hunter 

love was science. He often sent plant and geological specimens to botanist 

that dots the landscape he once explored. 

GREVILLEA PUNICEA –  
Is it an insect or a plant? This species of Grevillea prefers to be both. The 

like a set of spindly insect legs. William Fletcher has given this painting 
the title Grevillea punicea, an older name for the plant. The modern family 
name has been changed to . This happens often, as scientists learn 

people and birds.  

HELICHRYSUM –   
William Fletcher called this painting Helichrysum, but that name is slightly 
misleading. Helichrysum is a large genus of plants found worldwide, 

into the open bloom of a golden everlasting is like looking into the sun, with 

across Australia, thriving in environments from mountains to deserts. The 

 has two origins.  is 
a Greek compound word meaning “dry” and “golden”. 
word meaning “having bracts” - bracts being the same name given to leaves 
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HANDSOME FLAT PEA –  
 

 meaning 

one of a few specimens featured, alongside the iconic Waratah.   

This plant belongs to a large global family, the Fabaceae, which includes 
mimosa plants, native acacias, lupins, peas and other Australian native peas, 
including the famous egg and bacon plant .  In spring, anyone 

this aptly named beautiful family of plants.  

SENECIO – 

admired than other more popular native blooms. Maybe it’s because the small 

and native reserves.  

Despite the resemblance, these blooms are genuine native species. The 
native  grows into a tall green bush up to 1.5m, covered in small yellow 

comparatively long and wide with slightly toothed edges and a distinct central 
midrib line. The leaves are such a striking feature that the plant’s family name 

WILD VIOLETS –    
Some plants like their time in the sun, others prefer the protective shade of the 

 is one such shade-lover. It grows best in shady 
spots, covering the ground with short, bright, moon-shaped leaves. In the 

surrounded by greenery.  

As the seasons turn towards the warmth of Spring, delicate stems rise from the 
carpet of green sends up delicate stems which then hold a profusion of white and 

the plant’s ability to spread and cover the ground, similar to European ivy/ 

The plant is common in the bushland of the Hunter region and has become 

spring and summer. 


