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International Women’s Day Loretta Baker Scholarship  
 
 
OVERVIEW 

International Women’s Day is held annually in March to celebrate the social, economic, 
cultural and political achievements across the globe by women. It also marks a call to action 
to accelerate gender equality. 

In recognition of Cr Loretta Baker serving as the first ever female Mayor of the City, the 
inaugural Maitland City Council International Women’s Day Loretta Baker scholarship is to 
support local women to achieve their goals across arts, culture, environment, business, 
community, health or sport. 

KEY DATES 

Applications open Monday 5 January to Sunday 8 February 2026. 

FUNDING AVAILABLE 

One $1000 scholarship is available each year. 

WHO CAN APPLY 

Women aged 16 years and above who live in the Maitland Local Government Area (LGA). 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

Applicant to demonstrate: 

• A foreseeable positive impact of goals across arts, culture, environment, business, 
community, health or sport in the year in which the sponsorship is provided. 

• Character references. 
• Community interaction and involvement. 

Shortlisted applicants will be invited to attend an International Women’s Day event hosted or 
supported by Maitland City Council in Maitland on Friday 6 March 2026. 

A selection committee will endorse the awarding of all scholarships. 

CONDITIONS OF FUNDING 

Applicants must not be a Maitland City Council employee or immediate family member of a 
Council employee, Mayor or Councillor. 

HOW TO APPLY 

Visit https://www.maitland.nsw.gov.au/services/community-services/grants-and-funding for 
more information or call us on 4934 9700. 

https://www.maitland.nsw.gov.au/services/community-services/grants-and-funding
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