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Community Infrastructure Strategy 
The Community Infrastructure Strategy (CIS) provides a pragmatic, feasible, achievable roadmap for 
the equitable long-term provision (20 years) of community infrastructure over which council has primary 
responsibility, plays a role in delivering, or seeks to advocate for on behalf of the community. 

The CIS guides a holistic, integrated and evidence-based approach to the prioritisation, planning, design 
and provision of community infrastructure to meet the changing needs of a growing population 
efficiently, effectively and responsibly, without compromising the ability of future generations to meet 
their own needs. 

The five strategic priorities from the CIS are community identity, thriving communities, partnerships, 
shaping a shared future and delivering quality services.  

Planning precincts 

To plan and manage future growth within the 
city, three distinct local planning precincts 
have been identified and used across all 
supporting plans. These are the central, 
eastern and western precincts.  

The local precinct approach will be guided by 
walkable neighbourhood principles where our 
residents can access most of their daily 
needs locally, without using a car. This 
approach aims to gradually shift away from 
a continuously expanding urban footprint to 
a focus on revitalising our existing centres 
and neighbourhoods. 

Maitland population profile 

PLANNING 
PRECINCT 

2024 2041 DIFFERENCE 
COMPOUNDING 

ANNUAL GROWTH 
RATE 

Central  18,699 32,744 14,045 3.4% 

Eastern  50,776 71,822 21,046 2.1% 

Western  28,348 39,748 11,400 2.0% 

TOTAL  97,823 144,314 46,491 2.3% 
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Provisioning hierarchy 
Hierarchy based planning guides where and what type and scale of community infrastructure is most 
needed. The hierarchy includes Local, District, Citywide and Regional. It is used alongside industry 
standards and guidelines, as well as service catchment and demand analysis.  

This approach ensures local facilities remain accessible whilst higher order facilities are strategically 
placed to meet evolving community needs. Most importantly, the hierarchy supports transparent and 
effective planning and serves our communities by: 

· Distributing community infrastructure equitably 

· Aligning provision with sound planning principles 

· Meeting community expectations and demand 

· Aligning current trends and guidelines 

· Allowing consolidation and upgrades 

· Reducing long-term asset maintenance by addressing 
oversupply 

· Ensuring community infrastructure is sustainable and 
resilient long-term.  

Strategic alignment 
The Outdoor Recreation Network Supporting Plan underpins Council’s Community Infrastructure 
Strategy. Its relationship within the Integrated Planning and Reporting (IPR) framework and with 
Maitland’s Future, the Community Strategic Plan, is depicted below.  
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Council’s role 

Council’s role is to provide an accessible and inclusive network of outdoor recreation facilities that are: 

· fit for purpose and consistent with legislation and standards 

· for all ages and abilities  

· of a quality that contributes to community health and wellbeing 

· sustainable, connected and safe 

· multipurpose and support various outdoor recreation activities. 

Current state – where we are now 
Council’s outdoor recreation network operates within a broader network distributed within and beyond 
the Maitland LGA.  
 

Outdoor Recreation Type Central  Eastern  Western  Total  
Skate Parks   3  4  1  8  

Pump track    1 1 0  2 

Multipurpose courts/rebound walls    3  6  1  10  

Fitness and exercise equipment    9  8  4  21  

Dog Off Leash Areas (one fenced)   2  4  1  7  

Trails -Walka Water Works 0  1  0  1  
Picnic areas (sites with 
tables/shelter for picnic use)   

15  44  7  66  

Barbecue areas (picnic areas with 
BBQ)   

13  6  0  19  

Community Gardens     0  0  0  0  
 

Outdoor Recreation Network Supporting 
Plan inclusions 

· Youth spaces – skate and bike facilities; 
informal BMX tracks; multipurpose courts; 
socialising spaces and ninja and parkour 
facilities  

· Barbecue and picnic areas  

· Fitness and exercise spaces – outdoor fitness 
equipment, circuit paths  

· Dog off leash areas – these can be fenced or 
unfenced and may include agility equipment  

· Trails and paths – paths, tracks and trails 
that encourage informal recreation  

· Community gardens – collective group of 
people who develop and maintain a garden.  

 

Outdoor Recreation Network Supporting 
Plan purpose 
To provide an evidence-based approach to 
planning, prioritising, designing, delivering and 
managing Maitland City Council’s network of 
outdoor recreation facilities to ensure it 
contributes to our shared vision of a connected 
city with thriving communities.  
Outdoor recreation covers a wide range of 
recreational activities in natural, rural or urban 
open spaces. They activate our public open 
spaces, provide spaces for enjoyment and 
interaction with our natural environment and 
support health and wellbeing. 
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Provisioning rates can vary greatly and do not necessarily reflect community need, service expectations 
or service quality. For these reasons, a benchmark that extends beyond a quantity-only provisioning 
standard is a more realistic approach. Qualitative standards may include community capacity, usage, 
sustainability, efficiency, equity, quality, functionality and access.  

Council’s adopted framework comprises the following criteria which will support planning and 
provisioning decisions: 

· equitable and needs-based investment 

· safety and operational sustainability 

· environmental sustainability and energy 
efficiency 

· governance and long-term planning. 

   
 
Community engagement - what we heard 

Between May and July 2025, Council engaged with over 670 community members, generating more than 
1,100 contributions across surveys, mapping tools, and face-to-face pop-ups. Key insights included: 

· Outdoor recreation and green space matter. Families, young people and older residents strongly value 
accessible parks, particularly in new growth areas 

· Parents and families want more casual, all-ages outdoor spaces beyond organised sport 

· Supporting infrastructure is important to our community 

· There is a need for more youth friendly spaces that provide opportunity for them connect. 

Industry standards and trends – what we know 

Maitland City Council adheres to relevant legislation and standards in the design and development of 
outdoor recreation facilities. This includes Australian Standards relating to outdoor fitness and 
skateparks as well as complying with the Disability Discrimination Act 1992. 

Council also considers key guidelines such as:  

· Standard guide for in-ground concrete skate park ASTM International (2018) 

· Adventurous Spaces by NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (2024) 

· Community Gardens Australia and Sustainable Gardening Australia 
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Emerging trends show that outdoor recreation facilities play an important role in supporting our 
communities. These spaces provide opportunity for people to socialise and connect and promote health 
and wellbeing. Importantly, these facilities allow people to interact with them on their own time, being 
able to exercise their dogs at a time that suits them, hang out with friends at the skatepark or train for a 
marathon. Some key trends when designing outdoor recreation facilities include: 

· Co-location and multipurpose: Co-locating community infrastructure enhances social connection and 
maximises use. Outdoor recreation facilities need to be multipurpose, catering for a diverse range of 
recreational activities 

· Increase in unstructured recreation: AUSPLAY data highlights an increase in unstructured recreation 
such as walking, cycling with friends, skating and yoga. Outdoor recreation facilities are key to 
ensuring communities have the opportunity to undertake the exercise and activities that are 
important to them 

· Technology: With growing technology advancements, many people now utilise apps to support their 
health and wellbeing including fitness tracking apps or coaching apps. This suggests that there is an 
increased need to provide outdoor recreation facilities that allow people to exercise and train 
independently if they choose to do so 

· Resilient spaces: Outdoor recreation facilities and green spaces play an important role in managing 
urban heat. Planning outdoor recreation facilities with resilience and sustainability in mind can 
enhance ecological resilience and mitigate the impacts of natural hazards such as heat, drought s, 
fires and floods. 

Future state – where we want to be 

Given the increasing pressure on our open space network, and the rising demand for informal recreation 
facilities, it is essential that outdoor recreation facilities are strategically integrated into the public open 
space network. To ensure fair and inclusive access for all residents, these facilities should be distributed 
equitably across the Central, Eastern, and Western precincts, considering population density, community 
needs, and spatial equity.  

Additional outdoor recreation facilities will be required across the LGA in the future to service our 
population by 2041. The following table outlines Council’s requirements for providing outdoor recreation 
facilities based on state guidelines, standards and benchmarks. 
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  Outdoor 
Recreation 

Type 

Minimum area required 
and shape/boundary Connectivity Diversity 

Youth Spaces  

· Flexible shape  

· Minimum 50% road 
frontage  

· Connection to active 
transport networks  

· Within 500m of a public 
transport stop 

 

May include: 

· Skate parks 

· Pump tracks  

· Parkour  

· Multipurpose courts  

· Exercise Areas  

· Plaza with Wi-Fi 

Fitness and 
exercise 
equipment  

Varies depending on 
equipment provided e.g. 
fitness stations or circuit 

· Connection to active 
transport networks  

· Within 500m of a public 
transport stop 

· Circuit style equipment 

· Fitness stations 

Dog Off Leash 
Areas  

· Minimum of 400m2 

· Flexible shape 

· Connection to active 
transport networks  

 

· Can be located in linear 
open space 

· Minimum 1 fenced Dog 
Off Leash Area per 
precinct 

Trails and 
paths 

· Minimum 30 minutes of 
walking on a return loop 

· Connection to active 
transport networks  

 

· Trails and paths can be 
delivered in various 
settings (bushland and 
urban) 

· Provide for various 
activities including 
walking, jogging and 
cycling 

Picnic areas 
(sites with 
tables/shelter 
for picnic 
use) and 
barbecue areas 
(picnic areas 
with BBQ) 

· Typically 500m2 for large 
picnic areas/picnic areas 
with barbecues 

· Flexible shape  

· Boundary must be 
minimum 15m for picnic 
areas and 30m for 
barbecue areas 

· 50% of the public open 
space these areas are in, 
should have road frontage 

· Connection to active 
transport networks  

· Picnic areas within 500m of 
a public transport stop 

· Picnic and barbecue 
areas can be within 
bushland or urban 
settings 

Community 
Gardens     

· Shape is flexible  

· No boundary less than 
15m 

· Connection to active 
transport networks 

· Can vary in design and 
structure 
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Funding 

Funding for the delivery of future Maitland outdoor recreation facilities will include: 

· council revenue 

· development contributions  

· voluntary planning agreements 

· Australian Government grants 

· NSW Government grants 

· sale of surplus council land or assets 

· establishment of a Community Infrastructure 
Reserve Fund. 

How we get there 

To achieve the planning objectives in the supporting plan, a 
staged approach will be applied over a 10-year period. An 
indicative schedule of works for the short (one to four years), 
medium (five to eight years) and long-term (nine to ten years) 
will be developed. It is anticipated that a number of actions or 
activities will be simultaneously undertaken, subject to 
resourcing.  

The planned actions will be published 
in our  
Delivery Program and Operational 
Plan each year. The timeframe of 
actions being completed will depend 
on resourcing and funding availability.   

https://www.maitland.nsw.gov.au/council/about-council/integrated-planning-and-reporting#six-monthly-progress-report
https://www.maitland.nsw.gov.au/council/about-council/integrated-planning-and-reporting#six-monthly-progress-report

